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Finding an overall structure for an edited volume like this is a considerable challenge.  With too little structure you end up with a seemingly random collection of unrelated chapters; too much structure and you limit the scope of the contributors.  Pahl and Rowsell have struck a happy balance, which is just as well since their contributing authors are at the forefront of literacy theory and research, and have quite diverse interests.  Although there is not much current discussion of the New Literacy Studies here in the UK, readers will immediately be aware from the introduction to this book of the task of reconciling or synthesising the perspective of literacy as a social practice (see for example, Street, 1995) with that of social-semiotics. Of course, the latter with its emphasis on socially-patterned practices and specific events has always been compatible with the more focused readings of multimodal texts advocated by Kress (2003) and others, but that is not quite the point.  Essentially the difference is a matter of emphasis and interest.  Do you begin with the text and work, as it were, outwards, or do you work from the context of practice inwards?  It’s only when you attempt to account for specific instances of literacy that this sort of debate really comes alive. An earlier attempt at drawing the two perspectives together is well worked through in Larson and Marsh (2005), whereas in this volume an excellent chapter by Pippa Stein and Lynne Slonimsky is by far the most successful in drawing on the two perspectives and applying them with care to research data.
Travel notes is subdivided into four sections.  The first, on identity, focuses exclusively on digitally mediated communicative practices; the second looks at the interaction between local and global literacy practices, the third examines textual crossings, and the last addresses multimodal practices in pedagogical settings.  I found the first two sections the stronger, quite simply because they include a wider range of contributors, accounting for well over half of the book.  In the end this sort of range allows the reader more opportunity to identify the key themes.  However, this is not to deny the significance of the crossings section in which both Nichols and Rowsell show how the global reach of both new technology and publishing impact on localised literacy practices.  Neither is it to ignore the important pedagogical issues raised by Millard in her ‘literacy of fusion’ – a plea for teachers’ attentiveness to ‘the worlds their students experience outside the classroom’ (p.251) – or, for that matter, Street and Baker’s interesting foray into the world of multimodal numeracies.
In the first section, Marsh’s chapter on the communicative practices of young children shows how popular culture, technology and new media interweave to provide a powerful context for early literacy, a theme that is then picked up through the work of two teen-aged boys that Alverman case studies.  This is followed by Davies’s fascinating study of teenaged girls’ involvement in Wiccan websites, which illustrates how some digital practices offer a space in between school and home life.  The opening section concludes with Knobel and Lankshear’s detailed exploration of blogs which compares this evolving practice in everyday life with attempts to take blogging to school.  Not surprisingly school blogs don’t compare too favourably, but at least one hopes that the critique offered by Knobel and Lankshear will urge practitioners to think about how the social affordances of blogging could be better employed for educational purposes.
Read together, the three chapters in the second section of Travel Notes provide a powerful introduction to literacy and social action in a global context.  Janks and Comber provide a nuanced account of a critical literacy project within and between two continents.  Both contexts (an African township in South Africa and an urban school in South Australia) are in some ways remote and unreachable without the financial and technological resources that many of us take for granted.  In this sense they are localised, yet they are united by their interest literacy for change.  In contrast, Stein and Slonimsky’s chapter provides an in-depth analysis of literacy pedagogy in three Johannesburg families which highlights the ideological nature of literacy practices as well as painting a vivid picture of the social inequities that persist in contemporary South Africa.  This fascinating section concludes with Kell’s ethnographic study of meaning-making, recontextualisation and social action in a Cape Town housing project.  Kell’s chapter ends with a discussion of Brandt and Clinton’s (2002) views on technologies of literacy and the concept of the local.   
Brandt and Clinton’s work provides a strong counterpoint to the themes and motifs that run through the chapters in Travel Notes, and so it is an added bonus to include their brief afterword at the end of this collection. Their critique exposes the tensions between the idea of local literacies and the ubiquity of global technologies - tensions that become evident in a world in which traditional print-based literacies co-exist with new and developing digital practices. Rather than drawing together the collection, this final contribution raises even more questions.  In fact it reads more like the introduction to another book altogether, and could, in fact, pave the way to Travel Notes 2.0. 
Pahl and Rowsell’s book is certainly value for money and provides a good introduction to some of the key themes and debates in literacy and literacy education.  It is unlikely to attract the attention of many teachers, because of the way in which it foregrounds the theoretical, but it will be most useful to research students and those on Masters programmes.  More than anything else it will provide a way of navigating the complex terrain of contemporary thinking in literacy at a time when that is certainly needed.
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