HSLA receives UCAS Tariff Points!

It is with great pleasure that Sports Leaders UK are able to inform our tutors, personnel and candidates that the Level 3 Award in Higher Sports Leadership has been awarded 30 tariff points by UCAS. 
We are delighted with the news  - not least that it gives the candidates the recognition that we feel they deserve and  allows the qualification to be recognized officially as one which prepares students for their move to study at University.

The Level 3 Award in Higher Sports Leadership’s recognition onto the tariff will officially be recognized through the Tariff for students entering into University from 2009.  This is because Universities will have already prepared their groundwork for students wishing to enter into HE for 2008. However as soon as UCAS add the HSLA to their tariff – the points allocation will be live. This will happen in due course. Candidates should then include the HSLA as they would do their other subjects when completing their UCAS application form. 
Universities however do control the decisions they make about which qualifications they will accept and which they will not. This is the same for every qualification that sits on the UCAS tariff system.  Please check the UCAS website for further details on www.ucas.co.uk/students/ucastariff
30 points may not mean an awful lot to some of us - During the comparability studies carried out by UCAS, the HSLA was compared to the BTEC national qualifications and to give you some idea of what that compares to on the tariff, it is explained below. Please remember that the HSLA is not a qualification that replaces any other that candidates might use to gain entry to University  - it is a complimentary vocational qualification that goes along side other qualifications that help candidates progress on to university. E.g.  BTEC national qualifications, A levels etc. The strength of the HSLA being the practical element of learning and the values that it upholds, giving candidates real experience of leading and working with people in the communities in which they live.
BTEC national qualification is calculated through the aggregation of points achieved through successful achievement of individual units, concluding in three grades on completion, ranging from pass, merit and distinction.
A pass  = 40 points

A pass for each part  = 120 points ( 40 x 3)

A merit  = 80 points 

A distinction = 120 points   
A distinction for each part  = 360 points ( 120x3)

At A Level :

Grade E = 40 points

Grade D = 60

Grade C = 80

Grade B = 100

Grade A = 120

Therefore  2 grade B’s and 1 grade C  = 280 points.
Universities differ in the amount of points they require from a student to gain a place to study a degree, depending on a number of variables, including subjects covered, places available, and of course status of the HEI. It is hoped that now the HSLA has obtained UCAS points it will support those candidates who may have come in just under the required points score and also give them assurance in what they have learned as leaders, to take the next steps with confidence as they make the transition to university life. 
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