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Sustainable communities sector 
 
Liam Barker 
Is completing a Public Services course and applying to university 
 
 

Liam wants to work in a managerial position. 
 
What are you hoping to study? 
Forensic Accounting. Liam has had offers from Leicester University, Stafford 
University, Glamorgan University and Sheffield Hallam University.  
 
What were you doing before this? 
Liam is completing his BTEC National Diploma in Public Services 
(uniformed) at Dearne Valley College and is a Customer Service 
Representative at McDonald’s in Tankersley, Barnsley. 
 
Why have you chosen to apply for this course? 
“This is a new market that’s opening up. The course content  
and career path sounds really interesting”.  
 
 
 
 
What made you decide to apply to a higher education course? 
“I want to gain a degree so I can work in a managerial position; don’t want to be at the 
bottom of the food chain.” Liam sees pursuing education as a way of improving his job 
prospects and ability for progression. 
 
What are your concerns about starting a higher education course? 
Financial. Housing/flat mates. Since this is a new course, Liam has concerns with 
the quality of course content and instruction.  
 
What will you use your qualification for? 
Liam would like to continue progression to the highest educational level 
possible and obtain a career in a specialist area which is of interest to him. 
had he not discovered this type of course, he would have taken a year out 
to gain life experience before pursuing his degree. 
 
What advice would you give to others considering higher education? 
“Do as much research into the course as you can. Attend open evenings and ask as 
many questions as you can, don’t wait for them to tell you things—have a list of 
questions you can ask.” 

 

“Do as much  
research into the  
course as you can.” 


