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The scarf on the front page was one of many scarves knitted by a faculty and 

students at the University of Iceland, School of Education. T he activity was 

organized by Jonina Vala Kristinsdottir and Hafdis Gudjonsdottir.  

Olof received the scarf as a gift after presenting at NORSMA ( The Nordic 

Research network on Special Needs Education inMathematics)  in Reykjavaik 

Iceland.  
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http://extra.shu.ac.uk/iowme/


IOWME Newsletter Volume 24, No. 1  

 

Page 2 

 

 

 

Welcome to the f irst IOWME Newsletter of 2010  

 Life as an academic is very busy. Although we had hoped to produce two or 

three editions of the IOWME newsletter each year, lack of time of our 

contributors and myself means that this has not eventuated. We hope that it 

may be possible to produce a few more editions this year, but we are reliant 

on contributions so your help is very much appreciated. If you have something 

to say about women in mathematics education or about gender issues in 

mathematics education then please s end it to me at the email address below.  

This edition contains some informative material about a number of issues 

including gender in mathematics education in Iceland. This continues our 

series of gender issues in different countries. We also mention two b ooks on 

gender issues that have come out recently. As well, there are links to the 

knitting patterns for Mobius Strip Scarves that decorate the front cover of 

this newsletter.  

On an entirely different note, we have received a request for help from 

Ghanaian Women in Mathematics in setting up an Eastern Regional chapter. If 

you are interested in reading more about this project you can go to: 

womeninmaths.wordpress.com 

This last week -end, I hosted a group of women who I went to school with 30 

years ago. It wa s fascinating to hear about how their lives had evolved. My 

background and the recent Australian discussions about national testing 

meant that it was not surprising that some of our discussion was about our 

own school mathematics education. Like many of th e stories in the research 

the main memory was about the teachers who made a difference. It was 

fascinating to find that one woman, who had dropped mathematics as soon as 

she could, now is involved in an accounting degree and is absolutely loving it. 

If onl y she had had the inspiring teacher that some of us had had then maybe 

her life would have been very different. Not better, just different but it 

may have given her other choices earlier so she did not have to do her 

university entrance qualification when she was in her forties. Mathematics 

education does affect womenõs lives in a variety of different ways. 

Tamsin Meaney (IOWME newsletter editor)  

tmeaney@csu.edu.au 
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