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Democracy Seminar

Group 1: 
The Meaning of Democracy


Seminar Preparation
The term democracy is a contested concept. In ancient times it signified direct rule by the people, though the majority of modern democratic systems use representatives to speak for the people. Using the sites below, identify some of the main characteristics of democracy. You can choose between three selections of websites. Please make a note of:

· Which selection you chose

· Which websites you visited

· Why you made that choice.

Please find a way (or ways) to answer the following question: 

To what extent can democracy be defined?

Selection 1
:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy Wikipedia is an ever-growing online encyclopaedia, useful as a source of information on most subjects; as a starting point read here their definition of democracy - and any of the blue words you don’t quite understand. 

http://encyclopedia.laborlawtalk.com/Democracy A really thorough definition, not USA-focussed despite its first appearances, is given here.

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/ This Cabinet Office website lets you quickly find copies of legislation and a vast amount of other documents; have a quick look around here and also try a really obscure word in the ‘search’ facility!

http://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2005/10/325499.html  In Britain we lagged behind other countries for a long time, in terms of freedom of information on government activities; this activist web page states exactly what we can now access, and how to do it.

http://www.corisweb.org/article/archive/338/ Transparency International is an independent, worldwide organisation fighting corruption, and this page on their CORIS database shows how elections may be undermined. 

http://www.charter88.com/ Charter 88, started in 1988, is a formidable organisation trying to modernise Britain’s democracy; look at their programme by clicking on ‘About Us’ and ‘The original charter’ … how many of their aims have now been achieved?

http://www.democraticmedia.org/news/washingtonwatch/NickFCC.html Big corporations can afford to pay professionals to ‘lobby’ governments, to stop laws controlling them; read the main text then click on ‘How Nickelodeon Uses TV and the Web to Push Your Kid Junk Food’, spot the product … and try any 4 digit number as the code.

http://www.caledonia.org.uk/budgets.htm Britain may have the ‘Mother of parliaments’ but throughout Latin America, emerging from dictatorships, a new version of democracy is spreading which starts from the grassroots; as you read through this page you will realise that they have a very different approach to ‘consultation’.

http://www.e-democracy.gov.uk/ This government supported website helps to introduce methods for people to interact more closely with government agencies, using new technology, would this encourage you?

http://www.theyworkforyou.com/ Most of what is said by any MP is recorded here, and a lot of other details about them – try putting your postcode in.

Selection 2
:

www.opendemocracy.net/home/index.jsp
This is a website all to do with different issues that relate to democracy in the news, they are up to date stories looking at issues to do with globalisation, to democracy and power. It gives freethinking for the world.

www.ned.org/
This site looks at national endowment for democracy and helping to support freedom globally. You are able to view events to do with recent issues ranging from identity, immigration, and liberal democracy to viewing ceremonies of democracy awards in Afghanistan. 

http://www.democracydefined.org/5constitution.htm
This site gives inside information on law, institutions and democracy; it advertises a book called why the D’estaing constitution is the antitheses of democracy. The constitution treatise. Once moving through the site via the homepage it brings you on to different topics related to global warming, democracy propaganda. This site offers political and practical solutions to problems the world encounters. If you really enjoy this site you can even join up for free and become a member.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
This site gives an in depth definition of what the term democracy means, and also gives the history of democracy as this site is the on line encyclopaedia. It refers to social and liberal democracy. It gives advantages and disadvantages of democracy and it also gives a list of its sources, so would be useful if needing to reference. It also looks at essential elements of democracy and  has links on this page to access different political sites that may be of interest

www.congressfordemocracy.org.uk/
This website is a fun site for the people who want to campaign against British entry to the single currency, the Euro, and campaigning for an independent pound and for a UK referendum on the proposed EU, European Union.

http://www.npr.org/programs/specials/spotlight/collaboration.html
This website gives hourly news stories and internationally produces these stories and talks and provides news entertainment. It is an American website so there are only NPR stations in America and the surrounding states that you can access.

www.localdemocracyweek.info/C2B/document_tree/ViewACategory.asp?CategoryID=4
local democracy week allows internet users to discuss issues that are affecting us. It allows people including the young to get involved with issues related to democracy.

www.ohchr.org/english/issues/democracy/index.htmm
Officer for the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) this site is about the United Nations, and preventing the violation of human rights. It also includes fellowship, internships and scholarship opportunities and tells you all about ‘human rights’ that are taking place.

www.democracydaily.com
This is similar to an online newspaper, with stories about the world nations and current affairs. You can click on any of the featured pictures which will then tell you about the news story. Its split in to 3 sections of photos and this makes it easy to see which category you want to look at whether it is current affairs, issues and interests or general stories. 

www.democraticaudit.com/auditing_democracy/democracyissues.php
Looks at 14 areas of democracy frameworks, human rights protection and civil security and citizens as individuals. There is also a section which allows the veiwer to compare democratic issues about the British democracy.

Selection 3

http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/whatsdem/whatdm2.htm  This website is a United States government website that offers their view on what democracy is and can be seen as being pro-democrat.

http://www.dwatch.ca/democracy.html This link is from a democratic society based in Canada who is campaigning for democratic values.

http://www.ety.com/HRP/leaflts/demo.htm This page is taken from a magazine called Historical Review Press and shows negative definition of democracy.

http://www.inthesetimes.com/site/main/article/73/  This page is taken from a political magazine called,' In These Times' and contains a debate over the term democracy.

http://www.inclusivedemocracy.org/journal/ss/ch11.htm This is taken from an online journal which examines how the original ancient Greek concept of democracy is very different from that of today.

http://www.answering-christianity.com/islamic_democracy.htm This link is from an Islamic political site how there is a different view of democracy in Islam.

http://www.publicwork.org/1_2_philosophy.html This website if from a group called,' The centre for Democracy and Citizenship' and explains how they believe a democratic way of life is a positive way forward.

http://www.carleton.ca/panafrica/journal/jpw/democra2.pdf This link is a journal article from Carleton University which defines a simple definition of democracy then goes on to explore its meanings in depth.

http://proliberty.com/observer/20000210.htm This is a link from the Idaho observer magazine and debates what democracy is, opening up with the idea it can be defined as being ,'two wolves and a sheep deciding what's for dinner'.

http://www.muslimaccess.com/articles/misc/pure_democracy.asp  This article is from a Muslim website that argues democracy is wrong and be described as being what it terms, 'mobocracy'.
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