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Democracy Seminar

Group 2: 
Democracy and the interests of the minority


Seminar Preparation

It could be argued that democracy, especially where this means majority rule, is an enemy of individual liberty and that the political power of the majority can be used to suppress the interests and values of the minority. Here is a series of sites that attempt to advance the views and interests of the minority.  Examine these sites for their views on democracy and identify the key terms they use to describe democracy and the democratic process. You can choose between two selections. Please take note of: 
· Which selection you chose

· Which websites you visited

· Why you made that choice.

Please find a way (or ways) to answer the following question: 

To what extent does democracy threaten the interests of the minority?

Selection 1

The Support Fox Hunting Association

http://www.supportfoxhunting.co.uk/
Supportfoxhunting.co.uk believes that those who do not support the hunt ‘come up with a load of rubbish in favour of their argument’. Many of the protesters against fox hunting offer arguments which, according to supportfoxhunting.co.uk, show their ignorance. For example many protesters claim that ‘hunting is cruel’, the site argues that hunting by hounds is the most natural and humane method of control. 

Supportfoxhunting.co.uk thinks that it is unfair that the majority have the power to ban hunting even though many of them no nothing about country life: ‘The vast majority of opposition comes from urban Labour MPs with no hunting in their constituencies and is often based on old political scores and not on reality.’ They believe that the people who make the decisions on fox hunting should be those who ‘care for’ the animals not those who ‘care about’. 

Voters against the ban believe the reasons for the new law are unrelated to fox hunting itself and could be viewed as class-driven revenge for the Tories' smashing of the miners' strike, and the privatisation of the nationalised industries.

The Society for the protection of unborn babies
http://www.spuc.org.uk/ethics/abortion/
The society for the protection of unborn babies believes the political powers of the majority are suppressing their values which emphasise the right to life. They want abortion banned.

They believe some governments use abortion as a means of population control, the growth of population is said to be the cause of poverty, famine and environmental degradation. 

According to the society, by condoning abortion, the government is undermining its will to find humane solutions which do not involve killing a baby.

The ethics of healthcare professionals who take part in abortions are compromised, and society as a whole is harmed by the toleration of violence against the unborn child. 

The British National Party

http://www.bnp.org.uk/
They believe that the idea of democracy needs to be extended so that those who are affected by decisions are the ones who influence and make them. ‘We favour more democracy, not less, not just at national but at regional and local level. Power should be devolved to the lowest level possible so that local communities can make decisions which affect them’. At the moment Britons who are concerned about the future have no voice in the chambers where decisions are made. They offer the example of Labour and Conservative Governments allowing large scale immigration into Britain from the Third World against the clear wishes of some of the British people. 

According to the party, the present system is denying people of service provision, failure to secure business contracts as well as poor job prospects as both reverse discrimination excludes ‘our people’ from the school room, workplace and boardroom.

The Council of Docked Breeds

http://www.cdb.org/defra/
The council of Docked Breeds believe that the ban of tail docking has been implemented by individuals who do not understand the reasons why it is necessary. The democratic process ignores their freedom of choice which is very important in breeding: ‘it has enabled It has generations of breeders to produce and develop their own breeds in the way that they want to, with the dogs’ welfare and best interests at heart’. In order for the best breeds to flourish they need to be able to dock tails.

The council has a very disapproving view of democracy and have lost faith in the system; they say that ‘freedom is easily lost.’

The Anti Fluoride Campaign

http://www.members.optusnet.com.au/rivermouth/UK%20Dentist%20Leads%20Anti-Fluoride%20Campaign.htm
The campaign, led by a UK dentist Doctor Gregory, tries to persuade the majority that fluoride in drinking water should be banned. 

Doctor Gregory believes that the government do not understand how dangerous fluoridated water is and overlook the consequences of its consumption. Studies have revealed it can cause bone cancer, ME and Alzheimer’s.

Those against fluoridated water believe that ‘in a society where people come together for mutual benefit, it is a question of balancing such personal preferences against the common good arising from the lower levels of tooth decay which fluoridation brings."

"Drinking fluoride-free water is not a basic human right but a question of individual preference," says Dr Gregory. "

Selection 2

Problems with Democracy

http://www.mercatus.org/pdf/materials/25.pdf
http://www.imprint.co.uk/books/mosley.pdf
http://www.dadalos.org/int/Demokratie/demokratie/grundkurs5/mehrheitsprinzip.htm 

http://accuratedemocracy.com
 (also at http://accuratedemocracy.com/download/Elect.pdf )

http://www.promethea.org/Misc_Compositions/CritiquesOfDemocracy/DemocracyVsFreedom.html
http://www.samuelbrittan.co.uk/spee46_p.html
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