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Democracy Seminar

Group 3:
Democracy and elite power


Seminar Preparation

Political power is often held by a minority elite and used to discipline the majority. This is done, in part, by imposing social values and codes of behaviour on the population. Here is a series of sites on political elites. You can choose between two selections:

Please take note of: 
· Which selection you chose

· Which websites you visited

· Why you made that choice.

Please take a look at these sites and prepare an answer to the following question: 
To what extent are elites necessary to run the political system?

Selection 1

www.pipeline.com/~rgibson/rouge_forum/EducPolElite.htm
Looking at the impact of political elites in the education system

www.poptel.org.uk/scgn/articles/0209/page5a.htm
Personal perspective regarding the impact that public funding for political elites would have on society.

www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,1061-1627759,00.html
Article suggesting the political elites are now loosing touch with the normal people. In doing this they are attempting to create a society that they personally will benefit from, rather than the masses. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4600099.stm
Article highlighting the concerns regarding joining the EU and the dominance of the ‘no vote’ across countries. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/people/features/world_lectures/ashrawi_lect.shtml
Formation of political elites can bring about globalisation and disrupt social cohesion at a national level.
http://www.labour.org.uk/home direct link to labour govt. web page, this is a convenient way to search for new legislations and social policies affecting local and national communities. 

http://www.labour.org.uk/personalised_promises/promise_form.php
This is a direct link to establish how labour policies affect each individual.

www.essex.ac.uk/ECPR/publications/eps/onlineissues/summer2002/the_profession/bozok.htm
Educational resource explaining the evolvement of elite theories and the impact on the social sciences.  Mainly looks at the elite formations in East Central Europe.

www.epolitix.com/EN/News/200506/58b3cf25-f930-44bf-b264-8f84905ed1d4.htm
How the political elite systems have decreased the number of voters, particularly the younger members of society.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,,1598989,00.html
Article surrounding the affects of globalisation and the effects of joining the EU. This suggests how societies independence can be totally in the hands of the dominant leaders.

Selection 2

Frank Furedi. The politicisation of individual lifestyle: New Labours 'nanny state' moral crusades on fast food, smoking, binge drinking, parenting skills and social behaviour.  

http://www.frankfuredi.com/articles/smokescreen-20050703.shtml
Neil davenport. Discussion of the political elite's vilification of the white 'working class' in Liverpool in the aftermath of the Anthony Walker murder.

http://www.spiked-online.com/Articles/0000000CAEC2.htm
Michael Parenti. Assessment of media bias towards the elite in society, both in a domestic and global context.  

http://www.michaelparenti.org/MonopolyMedia.html
Moeletsi Mbeki - Cato Institute. A neo-liberal perspective on the role of political elites in the under development of sub-Saharan Africa. http://www.cato.org/pubs/fpbriefs/fpb85.pdf
Frank Furedi. The dismissal of, and intellectual contempt for, the results of the EU constitutional referendum and US presidential election. The response of 'Eurocrats' and Democrats respectively. 

http://www.frankfuredi.com/articles/Populist-20050613.shtml
SchNEWS. Short article with a very critical view of political elitism and the system that supports it.  

http://www.schnews.org.uk/sotw/radical-routes.htm
Pierre Kropotkin. An anarchist perspective on society, the proletariat, bourgeoisie and political elite.

http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/kropotkin/War!/war!1.html
Wikipedia: Explanation of populism: The political philosophy that a 'common' persons interests are hindered by the elite in society. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Populism
British National Party. A far-right critique of political correctness, multi-faith culture and other 'liberal' impositions on British society, through their own assessment of 2005.

http://www.bnp.org.uk/articles/wentworth_ball.htm
British Communist Party. A far-left critique of capitalism and the political elite, and their argument for a left-wing program.

http://www.communist-party.org.uk/downloads/LeftWingProgramme.pdf
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