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Before HeppSY

Higher education sounded expensive and I was worried that I wouldn’t be able to afford to pay the costs. I struggled with my personal 
statement as I was unsure to write. Before HeppSY, I didn’t want to go into higher education, as I was nervous about interacting with 
new people. However, now I am excited and enthusiastic to go to university, since being involved in the HeppSY programme. 

How HeppSY has supported me

I went on the HeppSY bus twice, I’ve been on ACDs where we do drop down days at school, which involves learning about certain 
aspects of higher education. Last year, we went on several open days to see different universities, including Huddersfield and Leeds 
Beckett University. I also visited York St John and Lincoln University on my own, where I got an insight into what higher education 
would be like. HeppSY gave me the confidence to go to open days. Having the higher education engagement assistants (HEEA’s) 
has also been helpful, as they’re always there if you have any questions and are on hand to support you. My HEEA, was extremely 
helpful and I am able to put my HeppSY led activities on my personal statement, which supported my university application.

I’m the oldest, so I’d be the first in my family to go. My mum is enthusiastic for me to go into higher education, so when I was looking 
at different options for what I wanted to do, she was very supportive of all of them. I’ve applied for a three-year Criminology course 
in several different locations, including York St John University, Leeds Trinity, Leeds Beckett, Lincoln University and University of 
York. My top choice is York St John University, but I’m open to study at all of them. I met people on the open day who might be on my 
course in the future, which was a positive experience. 

Since HeppSY and going on visits, I have been able to meet new people and speak to them about their university choices. I’ve 
already met a couple of girls who applied to the same course as me, and that was exciting!

In the future I would like to go into the Police, but I’m not sure exactly which route yet. My first career choice was Interior Design 
because I do Art, but I changed my mind.

What I’ve learnt from HeppSY 

• A wider understanding around student finance, which has made me feel more confident about going as I know I don’t have to 
pay my total costs back immediately 

• Knowledge about the different societies and extracurricular activities at university

• You receive financial, academic and wellbeing support throughout the duration of higher education
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