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Before HeppSY

At the end of Year 11 I was thinking about potentially going to university, and started searching for courses I was interested in, but I 
wasn’t sure how to apply. I was worried about the financial side, as I was unsure if I’d be able to afford it and I didn’t know how much 
we would be required to pay back. I would be the first person in my family, so I wasn’t sure whether this would be the right option. As 
I was unsure about several aspects of university, I was considering looking for a job after college. 

How HeppSY has supported me

HeppSY provided me with some great advice and an insight into higher education, which has encouraged me to go. I enjoyed going 
on campus visits to different universities with different groups and found the motivational speakers who came into college very 
useful. I’ve learnt about loans and the cost of university and have gained an understanding of how supported I will be if I do go. 

One of the HeppSY visits was to a Forensic and Health Science open day taster event at The University of Huddersfield, which 
completely changed my mind about the course I want to do. From this visit, I decided I would like to study Engineering, as visiting 
the excellence hub made me realise how exciting this course would be. I’ve applied to study this at university, and hopefully I’ll be 
starting in September, which is exciting. I’m glad I was involved in mentoring with groups and I am appreciative of the HeppSY higher 
education engagement assistants (HEEAs) coming in and opening up our knowledge about university. 

HeppSY has raised my aspirations, as it’s made me realise that I can go to university and I will be provided with support if I need it. 
They’ve taught me that I can achieve more than I originally thought. I am enthusiastic not only to study at university, but also to get 
involved with extracurricular activities that will help me to shape my overall experience of higher education. 

I’m grateful for HeppSY, as they have given me a better understanding of university and made me more confident about going. I 
learnt about Discover STEM at The University of Sheffield (exploring STEM degree options through practical workshops and taster 
sessions at the University for two years during A Levels), which HeppSY encouraged me to apply for, and I got onto the programme!  

What I’ve learnt from HeppSY  

• How important it is to ask questions about higher education

• Don’t let anyone stop you from following your ambitions

• They’ve supported me and pushed me to achieve my goals 
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