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Early years sector 
 
Andrea Proctor 
In the first year of an Early Years Foundation Degree 
 
Andrea wanted work and study to fit in with bringing up her children. 
 
What are you studying? 
Foundation Degree Early Years (first year) at Sheffield Hallam University. 
 
What do you think of your course? 
I am really enjoying it. It is well-structured. The tutors are really 
committed and well-informed as they have all worked in the sector. 
 
What were you doing before this? 
I did a YTS in Health and Social Care at Sheffield College before 
completing a Diploma in Pre-School Practice Level 3.  I was interested 
in training and so also did the Assessors Award (Early Years). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When did you first consider higher education? 
In 2004,when my youngest child started school, I got a job at Sheffield College as a 
Nursery worker. After working there for 2 years, I felt I wanted to progress to the next 
level. Some information came through to the Nursery about the Graduate Training 
fund and how I could be funded to do the Foundation degree. I was really interested 
so I had a chat with someone at the University about it, applied for the course  
and was accepted! 
 
What were your concerns about starting a higher education course? 
My ability to do the course and not being academic enough! That concern 
has gone! I have been especially fortunate as my Manager is in the third  
year of the course and is able to be my mentor both on the course and in 
my setting.  
 
What will you use your qualification for? 
I am not sure yet. I am still very interested in training/teaching others and may do a 
qualification in Teaching Adults. 
 
What advice would you give to others considering higher education? 
Be sure to put time aside for your studies, not just the time in 
University. Don't let previous bad experiences of education 
stop you. Go for it!  

 

 
“I will continue to  

get support and advice 
about my career options 
from Sue Fellowes, IAG and 
Transition Officer at 
Sheffield Hallam.”  


