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ICT in the Early Years Conference – 19 May 2005


Summary of Group and Plenary Session Discussions

During the discussion group and plenary sessions delegates were asked to consider how ITE students and tutors could develop appropriate uses of ICT in early years settings and for ways in which the TTA might enhance existing support for this process? The following points are a summary of the comments and responses from the different groups. The views expressed were not necessarily universally held.
How can ITE students realise the transformative potential of ICT in early years education?

· Students must acquire (with the help of providers) confidence and capability in the use of ICT. Without this confidence students will be much less likely to incorporate ICT into their teaching on placement.
· Confidence is related to experience so ITE students need opportunities to hone ICT skills in a variety of contexts including nursery and school settings.

· Opportunities to experience settings that feature good practice in relation to ICT would be a valuable teaching and learning experience for ITE students.

· There may be inequalities in ICT experiences and opportunities for students on placement in nursery / reception settings (e.g. varying equipment levels, diverse teaching and learning approaches). Students will need help and advice from trainers about how to ameliorate such challenges if and when they arise.

· ITE students are potential agents of change in this area which in turn raises issues about how ITE providers support them on placement.

· Time to play, explore and develop skills, confidence and expertise is vital yet it is in very short supply. 

How can ITE providers prepare students for the diversity of ICT provision and practice they may encounter in nurseries and schools?

· Preparing ITE students for every piece of technology they may encounter is not possible. It is possible to prepare students for classes / types of technology and to raise awareness about the issues these raise for teaching and learning.
· Offer encouragement, praise and recognition for students who are willing to try new things and who can think creatively and imaginatively about ICT as well as for those with high levels of ICT capability.

· It is important for trainers to emphasise with students the wide range of technologies that are included under the heading of ICT and not to restrict themselves to PC use alone.

· A range of placement experiences during ITE may help to introduce students to diversity in ICT. However this could be problematic where there are a limited number of placements available to early years ITE students.

· Develop opportunities for peer tutoring / collaborative work. Share projects and / or teaching resources across cohorts of ITE students to spread innovative and high quality early years practice with ICT.
· Trainers need to remember that students are also diverse in their ICT skills and needs and that ITE therefore needs to be responsive to this diversity.

· ITE must put pedagogy on a par with skilling if students are to be able to cope with diversity in the short term and the likely rapid changes in technology in the medium to long term.

What type(s) of guidance would be useful for early years ITE students and tutors?

· Guidance on what technologies come under the heading of ICT.
· Sharing ideas and practice between and across training institutions would be useful.
· There may be a training need for some ITE staff in both ICT skills and pedagogies appropriate to early years contexts. 

· Equipment levels in ITE institutions vary widely (e.g. not all practitioners can access DVD materials for teaching purposes).

· Audio / visual materials illustrating good practice would constitute an accessible and exciting teaching and learning resource for use with ITE students.

· Students need input on ICT in the early years at an early stage in their training followed by subsequent trouble shooting support and pedagogical advice / back up.
· Documentation that makes clear that the entitlement curriculum includes an entitlement to ICT and that sets out the consequences or disadvantages of not incorporating ICT effectively into the early years.

· Any guidance must make specific reference to the mentor's role on placement in supporting students' attempts to incorporate ICT into their practice with young children.
· Technical support is a crucial factor both in training institutions and for ITE students on placement in early years settings.

What additional resources would support the development of ICT in early years ITE (e.g. events, training / staff development, equipment)? 

· Develop a single electronic portal for those interested in the Foundation Stage which would include links and information on ICT in the early years. 

· Further opportunities for both trainers and students to share ideas and meet would be valuable (e.g. events, conferences, electronic networks). Bring in expert speakers with research as well as pedagogical experience.
· Future events may need to include regional events to make it easier for providers, mentors and students from all over the country to get involved.

· Targeted initiatives to fund the development of particular elements of ICT in ITE (e.g. resources to expand ICT equipment into areas other than the PC such as control and / or communications technology for 3-7 settings).

· Further research into ICT in the early years should be encouraged including research into effective pedagogies.

· Support the development of ICT loan resources for students on placement to tackle inequalities in equipment levels across different settings.

· Provide students and providers with regular updates on developments, events and initiatives in this area.

· 'ITE needs access to the best and the latest'. Providers need at the very least to be on a par with schools and nurseries in terms of equipment. 
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