ICT IN THE EARLY YEARS – 19 MAY 2005

DELEGATE FEEDBACK


Conference organisation

	Very good
	21 (54%)
	Good
	17 (44%)
	Satisfactory
	1 (2%)
	Poor
	0
	Very Poor
	0


Comments
· A good pace to the day without being overcrowded or rushed.
· A model of excellent practice across all levels.

· Presentations very inspiring.  Gave opportunity to understand more role of ICT in FS and how it can enhance pupils’ learning experience.

· Very helpful staff at TTA.

· Well organised and clear signs.

· Conference itself was excellent but tea & coffee queue not well organised and not enough chairs for lunch so some had to stand.

· Tea / coffee/ lunch somewhat crowded.  Audio in lecture room difficult to hear.

· Maybe tea, coffee, lunch etc could be spread into 2 rooms.

· Everything very well signposted – liked colour coded paperwork.

· Excellent pacing without feeling rushed.

· Very well organised and managed.  Plenty of opportunities to reflect on and discuss current and potential practice.

· Food had an excessive emphasis on pastry & white bread – not healthy option.

· Information for travel and registration v clear.  Pack material outlined the day and provided relevant presentation information.

· Although as a member of TTA I was expecting accommodation and travel booked.

· Queues at coffee and lunch breaks rather long.

· Coffee and lunch rather slow – needed 2 service areas.  However, food choice and variety excellent.

· Since people were arriving from a distance or staying over, somewhere to deposit luggage would be helpful.

Speakers

	Very good
	26 (67%)
	Good
	13 (33%)
	Satisfactory
	0
	Poor
	0
	Very Poor
	0


Comments
· The intro, student led sessions, discussion group & plenary supported whole day.
· Relevant and multiple perspectives.

· Speakers were very good in bringing real examples of practice to inspire the audience.

· Ruth and Mark were both excellent.

· Good range of ideas and informative.  Excellent speakers – interesting, clear and motivated.  Good idea to use students to present – non-threatening and approachable.
· Difficult to hear early on (with traffic outside) – could they be miked?

· Lots of valuable information given, also raised a lot of questions about delivery of ICT in the FS for me to think about.

· Enthusiastic – committed.  Very clear knowledge.  Information very useful.

· Interesting and engaging presentations. 
· Interesting to compare / contrast the broad picture with a practice-based view of practice.

· Good to get a sense of national perspectives on ICT provision and experiences.  Ideas were clearly presented and enhanced my own experiences.

· No chance to thank speakers ‘traditionally’ at first.  Difficult to hear in large lecture room.

· Speakers – very interesting.  Focussed on the early year’s context.

· Very good but limited by time available in order to provide depth it deserved.  Very interesting.

· Pity they each only spoke for half an hour. I’m sure they had examples of good practice in FS that could usefully been shared with us.  Their enthusiasm for Early Years was evident.

· Strong national focus and welcomed opportunity to hear about Sheffield Hallam research.

Workshops

	Very good
	16 (41%)
	Good
	16 (41%)
	Satisfactory
	7 (18%)
	Poor
	0
	Very Poor
	0


Comments
· It would have been useful to know that the Generic Software session was to be Textease and Dazzle, since I am familiar with those, so it was not as useful to me as another session might have been.
· Very engaging and delivered professionally.  Enjoyed hearing how students used ICT and their experience on placements.  Made me aware of the wide potential that ICT has in FS.

· Digital video was excellent, really enjoyable.

· Very good – I was impressed by the professionalism of your student reps.

· In particular the digital camera workshop was well run – interesting and engaging.

· One of the workshops, while very well done, just covered things that I teach to my students.

· Excellent – practical ideas at suitable level.  General introduction – with ideas to build upon.

· Digital video – very clear, easy to understand and fun.

· These were excellent.  Students were very well prepared and were prepared to allow others to share ideas as well as presenting their own.  Students were confident, well spoken, knowledgeable and well dressed (ie they were taking it seriously).

· The students delivering the Digital Blue and Interactive whiteboards workshops were excellent at sharing their knowledge and expertise.

· Digital Camera excellent.  Whiteboard raised some interesting ideas.

· Workshops did not explain how to use hard / software within the foundation stage – they were a general overview.

· Students were well prepared and supportive and able to ‘hold their own’ in discussion with the experienced audience – well done!

· A great idea to use students.

· Some of the software discussed was rather dated.

· Good opportunity to try out and explore software and new technology.
· Students in workshops should be supported by ITE lecturers presence.
· Student led session provided a relevant and objective viewpoint for each area – support from ITE staff might have been of benefit.

· It would have been good to have this over 2 days so we could attend all the workshops.  I expected much more expertise and knowledge from Generic Software Session.

· Depending on need, I found one workshop to be far more useful than another.

· Surprising at first to have students doing them - they were good useful perspective from a tutors point of view.

· Particularly liked the idea of using trainees to share their experiences.  However I felt workshops needed more focused Early Years perspective (interactive W/B in particular)
· Workshop on Textease & Dazzle was well structured and presented.  The workshops on interactive whiteboards needed some exercises / tasks to provide interaction.

· Had expected more advanced activities but good idea to have students and their experiences.
· Superficial coverage at rather a basic level.

· I think it was a mistake to have students as speakers in the workshops.  They don’t have the breadth of experience of the early year’s context, and as such concentrated on the ICT.  The message of the keynote speakers was that the Children’s learning should be the focus, not ‘how can we use….’

· Students were excellent!  It is just as an ICT person I am doing the same things myself now.  Hearing their comments was most useful.
· The students were very professional and on the whole well prepared.  Very smart.

· It should have been made clear that the interactive whiteboard workshop was aimed at beginners.  As an experienced user of both Promethian Activeboard & Smartboard I was hoping for more ideas in how they can be used imaginatively in Early Years.
· It was good to talk to students to find out how they have used I/W in FS.  Content-rich Software was a wasted session – I feel it was inappropriate for PG students to be telling ITE tutors that they (the tutors) should be evaluating software packages before using them – and how to evaluate it!  Their presentation appeared to be one they would give to their peers.
· One good, one poor – presenters needed a clearer awareness of their audience (this was not my first choice of workshop so I learned nothing.)

· Students very open and supportive – sessions very helpful for a beginner in ICT, like some participants were – but seemed less useful for experienced ICT users.

Overall opinion
	Very good
	22 (56%)
	Good
	14 (36%)
	Satisfactory
	3 (8%)
	Poor
	0
	Very Poor
	0


Comments
· A good (and necessary conference) – a need for further meetings / conferences / communication portals for the EY / FS agenda in general and for ICT specifically.
· A very useful day – more please on a range of issues.

· More of these events to be organised maybe at regional level.

· This conference has certainly boosted my confidence on ICT, and I will take this newly found confidence on to my next teaching practice.  Should be more days like this made available to students.

· Excellent conference – I learned a lot.

· A really good opportunity to discuss the issues and network.

· More of these events.

· It was very nice to be invited as a pair EY and ICT – much more likely to lead to effective follow up.

· Presented ideas will be used in next TP.

· It’s a shame that this isn’t offered more generally to SHU students.  More teacher / student mix conferences and discussion forums needed.

· Very useful, very informative and very enjoyable

· Using the students was a good idea.  Very practical and interesting.  Not keen on the venue (came from park and ride – no instructions in pre-conference paperwork)
· Some rooms became stuffy – water in rooms please.

· Thanks to the students who were highly professional.  Network – need more of these.

· Good.

· An excellent conference please repeat!

· Trainees very articulate and presented info well.
· Good opportunity to talk to other ITE professionals and also trainees – good to hear “both sides”.

· Need to promote / provide methods of sharing between HEI – not only via conferences such as this (more of similar please TTA), but through other means too.

· More of a similar nature would be welcomed.

· Useful day – we should all meet more often.  It was impossible for me to arrive here on time (travelling by train from Essex – could the start time at least reflect the train timetable from St Pancras.

· Good ideas – can we have another one with a different collection of workshops.

· It was useful to share ideas with other professionals and to go away feeling that I have new ideas to share with colleagues in my own institution.  Also good to get so many useful ‘freebies’ to enhance the work to come back at own institution.

· Final discussion group was a bit weak!

· Discussion group very useful and of course ‘goodies’ really welcome! – But no mention of “Every Child Matters”!

· Please use experienced people for workshops, to avoid a superficial approach.

· More of, but clearer information so those, like me, could target colleagues to come and target more pedagogue based conferences for us.

· Very interesting to find that people share the same concerns but also the same enthusiasm.  Great.

· In talking to others it seems that workshop 5 had been really useful – pity I made the wrong choice.  Could we have had a shorter time for each workshop? Too much to fit into one day – please include workshop 5 in a further conference.

· Overall, better than I had anticipated.

· Interesting mix of students, lecturers, ICT and Early Years Specialists – made informal discussions very useful.  Valued being able to attend with some of my trainees – aided mutually developing insights and gave trainees opportunity to be valued in a national context and hear about variations in experiences and expectations.
Responses from 39 (46%) of the 84 delegates who attended.
CONFERENCE 21
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