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Guidance for evaluating content rich software.

Teachers must take time to evaluate and choose software.  There are a number of factors that must be considered and some of these are listed below.

Achieving Learning objectives.

How will the software help with the achievement of the learning objectives? – Can it enhance collaborative learning or verbal interaction with others?  Does it enhance ICT skills?

Does it provide the learner with feedback which checks for understanding and provides support?

Structure.

Is the interface clear and intuitive with well organised material and good navigation?  Do the buttons and menus have clear meaning in order that children can use the software confidently and independently?

Is it easy to use? – Navigation through the screens should not be confusing.

Content.

Is it accurate and up to date?  - The information may be accurate but may be scant in areas important to NC.  The introduction of a revised NC in 2000 has meant that some software is now obsolete.  Software, which is still current in terms of accurate information, may still be out of date in terms of graphics etc.

Is it motivating?

Is it free from ethnic, gender, social and religious bias? – Much software is aimed at the American market and so has an American bias.    Other software may convey messages of intolerance of alternative beliefs or values,

Is it differentiated to present a range of challenges?

Is it age and stage appropriate?

Is it relevant to the curriculum? – Software may be aimed at the home use market as well so links to NC may not be so important.

Support

Is there on screen help in the software?

Is the manual helpful?

Does the software have a teacher’s page? – This may allow for the modification of the configuration of the software such as turning the sound off

(From Becta – evaluating electronic resources for teaching and learning). 

Teachers need to establish what factors are critical when making their choice of software.  Some of the criteria above should be considered when making purchasing decisions although there will be others which may be just as important such as budget.

It may be possible to preview software before purchasing on a pay or return basis after an evaluation period.  Thus enabling you to fully scrutinise the software before making a decision as to whether it is right for you.

Finally it is worthwhile considering whether purchasing the software will have any benefits over any other ways of working.

Reviews of software are available on a number of websites.

http://www.teem.org.uk Teachers Evaluating Educational Multimedia

http://www.besd.becta.org.uk British Educational Communications And Technology Agency educational software database

http://www.mape.org.uk NAACE Advancing education through ICT (formerly MAPE)

http://www.superkids.com Superkids Educational Software Review

My world is also available on-line.  Information regarding this can be found at http://www.dialsolutions.com/mwol/info.

http://www.wbol.co.uk Window Box on-line (WBOL) provides my world* activities which can be downloaded on to your computer.

· There are activities for other programmes too such as Clicker 3 and Textease 2000.

Software Publishers/Suppliers

http://www.inclusive.co.uk Inclusive Technology Ltd

http://www.birchfieldinteractive.com Birchfield Interactive plc

http://www.soft-teach.co.uk SoftTeach Educational Software Publishers

http://www.granadalearning.com Granada Learning Resources for Education
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