Developing Academic Literacy
with First Year Undergraduates.

Work in progress (or groping towards
solutions)



Academic Literacy

* Can ‘new to university’ learners do the
reading and writing required?

* Lea and Street (1998, 1997)
— study skills

— academic socialisation
— academic literacies




The story so far....

* Research approach
e Research context

— |learners
— learning

* TLA approach to academic literacy



Learners at transition.




The focus for the session — reading and
writing for academic purposes
 What can the ‘new to the university’ learner
do?
 What is the tutor’s responsibility?

— Curriculum design
— Classroom practices



Developing Academic Writing

From the data from 176 learners over the last 6
years suggests that

 Doing aversion 1 essay with feedback (but no
mark) helps most learners

— Personalised approach within the same structured
frame

— Limited to three points
— One to one meeting



Reading for academic purposes

* Perhaps many learners come to university
with too little practice of traditional
approaches to reading and writing for
university work

e But they come with a wealth of experience in
new literacies — believe me none of them is
illiterate.



Responses as tutors

e Status quo?
— Muddle through doing more of the things that
help learners
* Influence institutional approaches to
curriculum development?
— Embed new literacies as part of the learning ‘diet’

— Enable transitions (at each stage) for learners by
establishing incrementally processes of thinking
and working that are discipline/subject specific



What | have been reading - some
starting places for exploring the issues:

Adams, R. (2003) The End of the Essay?, Teaching in Higher Education, 8/1, 117-128

Durrent, C. & Green, B. (1998) Literacy and the New Technologies in School Education: Meeting the L(IT)eracy Challenge? NSW Department of Education and Training,
Sydney.

Dweck, C. (2000) Self-theory: their role in motivation, personality and development. Philadelphia, Pa. ; Hove : Psychology,

Gee, J. (2000) The New Literacy Studies and the Social Turn. In Situated Literacies: Reading and Writing in Context, D. Barton, M. Hamilton and R. lvanic (eds), Routledge:180-
196. Online at: http://www.schools.ash.org.au/litweb/page300.html

Green, B. (1988) Subject-specific Literacy and School Learning: A focus on writing. Australian Journal of Education, 32,2: 156-179

Goodfellow, R., Lea, M., Gonzalez, P., Mason, R. (2001) Opportunity and E-Quality - Intercultural and Linguistic Issues in Global Online Learning. Distance Education, Vol. 22,
1.

Haggis, T. (2003) Constructing Images of Ourselves? A Critical Investigation into ‘Approaches to Learning’ Research in Higher Education. British Educational Research Journal
,29:189-104

Ivanic, R. (1997) Writing and Identity. Amsterdam: John Benjamins
Kristjansson, Kristjan(2008)'Education and self-change'. Cambridge Journal of Education,38:2,217 - 230
Lea, M. (2001) Computer conferencing and assessment: new ways of writing in higher education?. Studies in Higher Education, 26, 2: 163-181

Lea, M. & Street, B. (1997) Models of student writing in higher education, paper presented to Higher Education Funding Council for England, Social Anthropology, Teaching
and Learning Network Workshop . ‘New forms of student writing’ June, 1997, University of Sussex

Lea, M., & Street, B. (1998) "Student Writing in Higher Education, an academic literacies approach". Studies in Higher Education, 23, 2: 157-172
Lillis, T. (2001) Student Writing: Access, Regulation, Desire. London & New York: Routledge

McVey, D. (2008) Why all writing is creative writing. Innovations in Education and Teaching International, 45:3, 289-294.

New London Group (1996) A Pedagogy of Multiliteracies: Designing Social Futures. Harvard Educational Review, Vol. 66, No.1

Nesbit, P. L. & Burton, S. (2007) Student justice perceptions following assignment feedback. Assessment in Higher Education 31:6, 656 - 670
Mason, R. (1998) Globalising Education: Trends and Applications. London & New York: Routledge

Saltmarsh, D. & Saltmarsh, S (2006) Has anyone read the reading? Using assessment to promote academic literacies and learning cultures. Teaching in Higher Education,
13:6.621-632

Selinger, M. (2000) Opening up New Teaching and Learning Spaces. In T. Evans & D. Nation (eds) Changing University Teaching. London: Kogan Page
Street, B. (1995) Social Literacies. Critical approaches to literacy in development, ethnography and education. Longman.

Wertsch, J. V. (1985) Vygotsky and the Social Formation of Mind. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/assets/hlst/documents/events/aske reference list.pdf




