Notes of Building Pathways Business and Computing group meeting held at  Eastwood Building Rotherham College of Arts & Technology on Friday 18th June 10:30 am – 12:30pm

Attendance:

Nina Parkin 

RCAT

Judy Smith

Building Pathways

Ian Beever

Rother Valley College

Naz Khan

Business & Education, South Yorkshire

David Berry 

Building Pathways

Marco Maccio

SBF, SHU

Apologies:

Ann Goddard

Rotherham College of Arts & Technology
Jayne Evans 

Hallam Volunteering

Kevin Bowman
Sheffield Hallam University

David Smith

Chesterfield College

1.
Welcome and Introductions
Introductions were made around the group.  Marco Maccio had attended the group representing the School of Business and Finance and David Berry was working with the Building Pathways Project.
2.
Notes of the Last Meeting
Notes of the previous meeting held at The Square Mile, Sheffield College on Tuesday 27th April were approved as a correct record.
3.
Matters Arising
Marco Maccio stated that the student ambassador's programme would be kick started from September.  A previous attempt had fallen at the wrong time of the year and had resulted in a low response from potential ambassadors.

Judy Smith, David Berry and Marco Maccio have met with Jayne Evans of Hallam Volunteering to discuss issues around using Hallam Volunteering students as Student Ambassadors.

The Aimhigher year 12 residential places are reported to be filling up. Feedback on this programme is expected from SHU Student Services.  Some problems on the timing of this even were noted - with some students having temporary employment thus precluding them from taking part at this time.

4.
Progress on Implementing Project Action Plan

Judy outlined the three main thrusts of the action plan, namely:
1)  
Develop Student Ambassador programme

2)  
Institute at least one masterclass

3)  
Produce additional support materials

1)  
Development of the student ambassador programme is progressing.  
It is envisaged that as this is a pilot there will be at least 1 programme 
of support by student ambassadors for each college.  This may in 
reality mean either contact with a computing or a business group.

2)
It was noted that it was important that consultation and involvement 
came from:

· Admissions Officers in SHU Schools
· The Hallam Volunteering Manager

· Staff in SHU SSC

· Aimhigher co-ordinators in Colleges

· BE-SY



It was also suggested that Dearne Valley College should be included 

in the programme.

3)
The aims and objectives of the Student Ambassador project were 

re-affirmed as 
preferably involving:

· Students already at SHU who have followed an FE route

· Students on HE programmes in the Colleges own HE provision


The overall requirement was to sell the aspiration of HE to traditional 
non-participants, and therefore students matching the above profile 
were deemed to be most appropriate.


Links with ex-students of partner institutions may be most appropriate 
if they can be identified.  This would assist in relating to current 
students.  Current "back mapping" of graduates may also be of 
assistance.


The group needed to be aware that in order to progress the project 
onwards, approximate numbers of students and appropriate groups 
would need to be considered and identified by partner colleges. 

Judy reported that Kevin Bowman was impressed with the previous 
work of Hallam Volunteering, and was keen to see this continue this 
year with potential computing students.  A generalised summary of 
Hallam
Volunteering activities was outlined.  It was noted that "fun" 
was the essential core element of the activities of Hallam 
Volunteering, in engaging the work of students who were engaged by 
Hallam Volunteering on a volunteer basis.  Formal presentation styles 
were therefore not considered appropriate for this approach.

As the School of Computing & Management Science at SHU does not 
have anyone engaged in the same capacity as Marco Maccio, then 
services of Hallam Volunteering were desirable.


The key requirement for progressing the work of Student 
Ambassadors was outlined:

· Key person in the partner college to act as named contact

· Key partner contact to nominate appropriate group(s) of students (bearing in mind requirement for students: capable of, but perhaps unaware of potential for progression) 

· Key partner contact to determine appropriate timing of Student Ambassador visits - day & date, time and marshal required resources requested by Student Ambassadors.

· ACTION: D Berry to act as liaison person between SBF, Hallam Volunteering and Key partner contacts


Links to the proposed programme of Masterclasses also need to be 
considered.  Student Ambassadors could be used to greet students on 
arrival at Masterclasses.  Naz Khan reported on the success of a 
Masterclass programme with Wales High School and SHU using CAD 
software / facilities.

· ACTION: Naz Khan to liaise with Hallam Volunteering in use of greeters

Discussion on proposed programme of activities for Student 
Ambassadors agreed:
· Generic activities may be more appropriate for business and computing groups, rather than course specific

· Connexions may have developed some materials around examining 
how decisions are made in terms of course choice, & institution choice
· Asserted that partner colleges will be able to easily identify suitable groups of students

· ACTION: Business / ICT group member at partner college to inform D Berry by 17th September 2004

Identify appropriate weeks in the students programmes for the Student 
Ambassador visits to take place.
· ACTION: Business / ICT group member at partner college to inform D Berry by 17th September 2004

Open communication channels with the group tutors of the chosen 
groups.
· ACTION: Business / ICT group member at partner college to inform D Berry by 17/09/04

It was noted that certain activities could also potentially be linked with 
key skills activities / objectives for students involved with Student 
Ambassador programmes.  Group tutors - if prepared, could identify 
various evidence gathering opportunities from the Student 
Ambassador programme.  
· ACTION: Business / ICT group member at partner college to liaise with identified group tutors at partner College.

Appropriate dates and possible content of the sessions were outlined:


November 2004


New students to college:- examination of pathways of successful role 
models.


February/March 2005


Examination of skills required to succeed in HE.  Activity to evaluate 
students current skills and strengths - analytical skills, organisation 
skills, communication skills, team working experience etc.


May 2005


How do students make a choice of HEI?  What factors should they 
consider, where should they get the appropriate information? 
· ACTION:- D Berry to liaise with Hallam Volunteering and Marco Maccio (or successor)


Naz Khan gave an outline of possible activities/contents of master 
classes & the masterclass format for business / ICT students.


Normally - 2hour session - with 5 session possibilities.  Appropriate 
Timing of the Business masterclasses would be end January early 
February.

· ACTION: Naz Khan to liaise with Business group member at partner college


It was hoped that clear progression materials would be developed by 
this time ready for disseminating to students attending masterclasses.

· ACTION: D Berry
5.
Date of next meeting

This would be advised when a proposed overall schedule of curriculum group meetings had been decided.
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