BUILDING PATHWAYS in liaison with THE  OPEN  COLLEGE NETWORK (SOUTH YORKSHIRE AND HUMBERSIDE)
Valuing Learning
Guidance on the Transfer of  Credit onto  Access to HE Programmes
Introduction
Building Pathways and the OCN  are committed to encouraging access  to Higher Education for learners who may not previously have considered this opportunity but who have the potential for progression.   Valuing Learning has been developed as a Building Pathways Widening Participation Project, in liaison with the Open College Network South Yorkshire and Humberside.  The aim of the project is to encourage learners with appropriate existing OCN credit at Level Two and Level Three, achieved on non Access programmes,  to apply for the transfer of credit onto Access to HE programmes. 
In providing clarity for the  requirements, process and procedures for the transfer of existing credit onto Access programmes,  Valuing Learning  seeks to 
· strengthen existing OCN guidelines for the transfer of credit onto Access programmes;
· broaden  the groups which may wish to  use the Access Route and who already have relevant OCN credit at Level Two and Level Three;
· support Access providers in enhancing flexibility whilst retaining rigour in the award of the Certificate of Access to Higher Education.
Definitions
There is potential for confusion in the use of the term prior learning. The key distinction to be made with regard to Valuing Learning is  that

· the intention is not to accredit prior learning but to enable  learners to transfer 

     existing OCN credit gained from prior learning.
Statement for Credit Transfer in Access Courses 
Note

Credit transfer means the inclusion of OCN credits already achieved  towards the credit target for the Access to HE Certificate.  Within OCN Access submissions (in Section 1.11 Specification for the QAA – recognised Access to HE Certificate) providers are asked to state any regulations in place for credit transfer.  The credits may have been achieved on another Access Course or may be OCN non-Access credits.  To allow the maximum flexibility and enable progression into Access, whilst maintaining the coherence and quality of programmes, the wording of any regulation needs to be clear and precise.

What follows is the suggested format which providers will need to adapt to fit their own programme, particularly where the programme makes a distinction between compulsory, core and option units.

Level Two and Level Three OCN credits previously achieved may be included in the award if they are relevant to the learner’s planned programme and are appropriate to the learner’s intended progression route.

A maximum of 8 credits (with 6 at Level Three) may be claimed.  Credits will normally have been achieved within a period of five years.  Authenticity of evidence must be confirmed by the production of the Certificate and Transcript.
Guidance on the relevance and appropriacy of any transferred credit, in terms of  curriculum skills and progression, will be provided at interview and a formal claim for transfer of credit should be made during induction or as soon after enrolment as possible.  The final decision on the request for  transfer of  credit will rest with the providing organisation and details will be recorded.
Summary of Requirements
In summary

· Level Two and Level Three OCN credits previously achieved may be included in the award if they are relevant to the learner’s planned programme and are appropriate to the learner’s intended progression route.

· A maximum of 8 credits (with 6 at Level Three) may be claimed.  Credits will normally have been achieved within a period of five years.   Authenticity of evidence must be confirmed by the production of the Certificate and Transcript.
· Guidance on the relevance and appropriacy of any transfer of  credit, in terms of  curriculum skills and progression, will be provided at interview and a formal claim for transfer of  credit should be made during induction or as soon after enrolment as possible.  The final decision on the request for  transfer of  credit will rest with the providing organisation.
Process
The process for applying for and claiming transfer of prior OCN  credit is as follows:
· A recorded learner guidance session on the relevance of the  proposed credit transfer for a particular Access to HE programme and for ongoing  HE progression (See Form 1 – Confirmation of Transfer of Credit onto Access to HE Programmes) This form will serve to support individual learner plans and will provide auditable evidence for moderation and certification processes.
· Completion of the OCN Recommendation for the Award of Access to HE Certificate, in line with the OCN guidelines and based on information recorded 
      on Form 1.
· Transferred credits will be recorded on the UCAS form as part of the current learning experience.
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