What is the Valuing Learning Project?

Valuing Learning has been developed as a Building Pathways Widening Participation Project, in liaison with the Open College Network South Yorkshire and Humberside.  
The aim of the project is to encourage learners with appropriate existing OCN credit at Level Two and Level Three, achieved on non Access programmes, to apply for the transfer of credit onto Access to HE programmes.

Why is it called ‘Valuing Learning’?

Both the OCN and Building Pathways are committed to encouraging learners to experience the value of learning and to use their experience and achievement to build on and make progress.  The project will help learners, in discussion with an Access Tutor, to value their previous learning and award of OCN credit and support planning for future learning goals 

Who could benefit?

· Learners who have undertaken previous adult community learning (ACL) on programmes which have links with local colleges

· Learners who have already achieved some OCN credits at either Levels 2 or 3
· Any learners interested in progressing their education into higher levels

How will the Project develop?

All the BP partners have been invited to participate in the Project and several partners will pilot the development this year.
The Project will follow a process for the pilot broadly following a number of identified stages:

1. Identification of BP partners willing to use the 'transfer of credit' process within their identified Access programmes

2. Using OCN database,  identification of ACL programmes with links to local college partners in  which learners generally achieve some Level 3 credits

3. Contact with Adult Community Learning tutors to inform them about project

4. Information flyer distributed to learners enrolled on ACL about the VL Project

5. Development of  taster 'programmes' for learners on ACL

6. As learners complete ACL programme, distribution of VL leaflet encouraging transfer of credit and case studies of learners who have completed Access to HE programmes, with information leaflet about Access to Higher Education courses being offered in the South Yorkshire and Humberside region

7. When learners have identified an Access course which interests them, they are encouraged to inform the interviewing tutor that they wish to be considered for Valuing Learning.   The Tutor will arrange a guidance session to take them through the process and advise whether existing credits are appropriate for transfer onto that particular Access course. Learners will need to have evidence of the authenticity of their credits eg OCN Certificates 
8. Learners enrol on Access programme transferring credit onto a planned programme of study
