Notes of Access to HE Resource Managers meeting held Sheffield Hallam University, Stoddart 7328, 10am - 12pm on 1st May 2003
Attendance
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Dearne Valley College

Kevan Machan 

Doncaster college

Hazel Baxter 


Rother Valley College

Andrée Eaves


Building Pathways

Dorothy Donnison

Building Pathways

John Sanders 


Open College Network

Judy Smith


Building Pathways
Apologies
Dave Pickersgill

Sheffield College

Diane Holmes


Wakefield college

Terry Roche


RCAT

Chris Stothard


RCAT
1. Welcome
Judy Smith gave a brief update on BP and outlined the reasons for calling the meeting. The successful Access to HE event held in March was highlighted

2. Update on Building Pathways Regional Access Developments
Andrée Eaves updated the group on progression with the regional framework. Responsibility for any further development of this is now with the OCN. The issue of standardisation was discussed and Andrée thought that a new plan for this is being proposed by the OCN through the moderation system. John Sanders told the meeting that a review of the standardisation processes was being undertaken in the team and final recommendations were to be presented to a Stakeholder meeting soon. Members of the group said they thought an annual network event was very helpful and they would like to see something in the future. A suggestion has been made to use exemplar materials for benchmarking. Andrée reminded the group that materials had been developed with this in mind during the development of the new units. Agreement was made that practitioners welcomed the opportunity for networking. The Access event showed a need for this too so it would be appropriate for something to be developed which would be a focussed event with the needs of the learner at the centre of any discussions.
Action: Dorothy and John to bring the issue of standardisation/moderation to the next AAG meeting with a suggestion for AAG workshops throughout the year.

Andrée reported that the Health and Nursing Units were now being used by RCAT, Barnsley, Doncaster, and Chesterfield and that Dearne Valley and North Notts colleges were using part of the framework. The Humanities units were being used by Selby, with Doncaster, Grimsby, Chesterfield and Rother Valley planning to use them in the future. There were a few modifications needed to some of the Units. The Units are held in a shared file within OCN but are not freely available yet as a reorganisation of the system in OCN is being undertaken. They will be on the OCN bank in the future. Meanwhile access to them is via the OCN or BP.
3. Presentation by Dorothy Donnison on New Access Proposals

Dorothy gave a presentation on the ideas for New Access developments. These have been developed jointly by BP and the OCN after several months of discussion and research. The aim is to work with BP to get funding through the AimHigher-P4P strategy.  The proposals also fit in with national policy and NOCN developments. The five proposals are:

· To enhance existing Access scheme to make it more open to accepting credit from other programmes
· To provide new Vocational access routes

· To provide a Youth access scheme aimed at excluded younger learners

· To provide vehicle to 'top-up' existing certificated and uncertificated learning

· To provide a 'package' of advice and guidance
Some discussion occurred around the proposals which in general were greeted with enthusiasm. Issues of concern were about the funding for this type of programme and threats to existing numbers of students. It was agreed there was a need to focus on the feasibility for success of these initiatives with clearer understanding of who the target groups are. Hazel suggested all colleges had to respond to the new agenda toward increasing and widening participation and these ideas provided new opportunities. There was a need to move forward with some new models. Bev was concerned not to duplicate programmes and shift learners off one route onto another rather than pick up new learners.  It was agreed there was a need to link with other organisations such as Connexions. Both Grimsby and Doncaster Colleges have  interesting models currently available  which could be used as a base for any new initiatives.
Action: It was agreed that there could be a new development around developing a short programme to support learners with other forms of  learning - A 'Fast-forward' model. Dorothy agreed to meet up with Kevan and Debbie to explore what such a programme could look like. 

A further meeting was set for Thursday 5th June 2003, Doncaster College, Waterdale Site, Room E207 at 10am - 12.
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