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Welcome to the July edition of the Aimhigher practitioner bulletin, designed to provide all those working for Aimhigher with relevant programme news and details of national resources.

If you have comments or suggestions on the content of the practitioner bulletin or website, or any other communications enquiries, please contact the National Communications Resource Team (NCRT) on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.

July Contents:

1. Aimhigher roadshow – results of 2005-06 tour and final call for 2006-07 bookings 

2. Key messages for schools and colleges 
3. Raising the national profile of Aimhigher – request for student success stories 

4. Launch of quality mark for universities providing support to care leavers 
5. Aimhigher practitioner website – new section 
6. Clearing campaign 
1. Aimhigher roadshow – results of 2005-06 tour and final call for 2006-07 bookings

The Aimhigher roadshow has just completed its 32nd and final week of the 2005-06 tour. In total, the roadshow made 774 school and college visits, reaching approximately 76,000 students.

The most recent student questionnaires available show a 62% positive shift in attitude towards higher education (HE) and 89% of students gave the presenters top scores. Evaluation forms collected during May and June reveal that 100% of teachers rated the facilitators as ‘very good’ or ‘good’ for both their knowledge and their effectiveness to relate to the cohort. Teachers also rated the roadshow as ‘very good’ or ‘good’ in its effectiveness in promoting HE to young people. In addition, over 175 pieces of media coverage have been secured around the Aimhigher roadshow – reaching over 5.4 million people.

By now, Aimhigher roadshow booking contacts should have all received a copy of the 2006-07 schedule and most will have been contacted by the roadshow team at Geronimo Communications. The deadline for supplying the details of schools and colleges that practitioners have booked is Friday 14 July 2006.

 

Geronimo is operating a 24-hour helpline for those that need information or advice on booking schools and colleges. Practitioners can contact the team on 020 7299 8754 or 07816 676 545 (24 hours), or by email to aimhigher@geronimocommunications.com.

 

To check when the roadshow is visiting your area, click on the link below.
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/programme_information/roadshow/2006_07_schedule.cfm
2. Key messages for schools and colleges

A set of Aimhigher key messages specifically for use with schools and colleges are now available on the practitioner website. The messages have been developed by the NCRT following research carried out to identify the different audiences within schools and colleges and the motivators and barriers for each. The messages have since been tested with representatives from the target audiences to ensure that they are effective in communicating the importance of the Aimhigher programme. 

These messages are in addition to the core script of key messages currently being finalised by the DfES, which will provide a common point of reference for all Aimhigher communications and can be tailored for use by regional and area partnerships.
 

To download a copy of the key messages for schools and colleges, click on the link below:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/key_messages/schools___colleges.cfm
3. Raising the national profile of Aimhigher – request for student success stories 
The National Communications Resource Team, as part of its new remit, is working on a number of opportunities to enhance Aimhigher’s national profile via the education press. To support this, the team is currently looking for case studies of young people who have experienced Aimhigher (or P4P / Excellence Challenge) and progressed to HE – for example student mentors or ambassadors.

If you know of anyone suitable who might be willing to take part in media interviews or have their story featured in Aimhigher promotional literature, please contact the NCRT on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.  

4. Launch of quality mark for universities providing support to care-leavers

A ‘quality mark’ for universities providing support to care-leavers has been launched. With HE participation rates of only 1% - 5%, it is recognised that more needs to be done by universities to provide care-leavers with information and support. 

The Frank Buttle Trust, a grant-giving organisation that works to help families and young people living in difficult circumstances, has created the quality mark, which recognises universities which participate in outreach work with care-leavers. To qualify, universities will need to demonstrate their work in the local community to raise awareness among young people in care, and keep them informed about the financial support available to them. 

This work builds upon that of another Aimhigher national project – The Way Ahead – which aims to provide support in work to raise aspirations, achievement rates and participation in FE and HE of looked-after young people. For further information on The Way Ahead project, click on the link below:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/programme_information/national_projects/the_way_ahead.cfm
5. Aimhigher practitioner website – new section 

A new section within the Communications area of the Aimhigher practitioner website has been created to showcase the range of promotional materials which have been developed at a regional and local level. Examples collated to date include pens, keyrings, books and badges, which may be of interest to practitioners looking to produce similar items. 

Practitioners interested in submitting materials for potential inclusion on the website should email the NCRT on aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com or alternatively post examples to the NCRT (FAO: Laura Melhuish), c/o Harrison Cowley, 40 Queen Square, Bristol BS1 4QP.
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/region_and_area_campaigns.cfm  

6. Clearing campaign

The exam results period in August is an important time for Aimhigher, as practitioners try to get the message across to young people considering their futures that university is still an option. Some students will not have achieved the necessary grades to get onto their chosen course and need help navigating the clearing system. Other students will have done better than expected and may be thinking of applying to university or college for the first time.

From 8 August, students can access impartial and confidential information and advice from a free national helpline on 0808 100 8000. The team of around 40 Connexions advisers is specially trained to give information and advice on all post-exams options and has access to an online database, developed by UCAS and the DfES, which provides up to the minute information about course availability. The helpline is also available for GCSE students, mature students and parents/guardians.

In addition, the NCRT and Consolidated Communications are working with the DfES to finalise a briefing pack containing fact sheets on Aimhigher, student finance and foundation degrees, which will be issued to the media later this month for potential inclusion in national and regional Clearing supplements.

More information on the clearing process will be made available on the Aimhigher portal (www.aimhigher.ac.uk) and BBC One Life website (www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/onelife). 

