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Welcome to the September edition of the Aimhigher practitioner bulletin, designed to provide all those working for Aimhigher with relevant programme news and details of national resources.

If you have comments or suggestions on the content of the practitioner bulletin or website, or any other communications enquiries, please contact the National Communications Resource Team (NCRT) on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.

September contents:

1. Student Finance update 

2. LSC launches Train to Gain 

3. Aimhigher roadshow – start of 2006-07 tour 

4. Compact Scheme report to be published 

5. Results of 2006 Clearing campaign 

6. Action on Access annual conference 

7. Induction pack for new joiners 

1. Student Finance update

The student finance campaign kicked off on 4 September with TV adverts appearing around The Sharon Osbourne Show, Coronation Street and The Simpsons. These are scheduled to continue until 1 October, at which point six weeks of radio advertising will commence.

The TV and radio adverts are the same as last year but include reference to the loan for living costs, as well as the tuition fee loan. In addition, a new radio advert has been produced to raise awareness of the maintenance grant. The advertising will direct people to either the DfES order line (0800 587 8500) or the campaign pages within Directgov at www.direct.gov.uk/studyfirst.

Other activity designed to raise awareness of the financial package available to full-time HE students includes a second annual ‘Student Finance Week’, scheduled to take place at the end of October, media partnerships targeted at 16-19 year olds, and a series of regional advisor events in November and December. Further information about each of these will be made available on the practitioner website in due course.

Click on the link below to download a copy of the student finance campaign timing plan:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/national_campaigns/student_finance.cfm 

2. LSC launches Train to Gain

This week saw the national launch of the Learning and Skills Council’s (LSC) ‘Train to Gain’ service, which helps businesses improve their productivity and competitiveness by ensuring that staff have the skills needed to do their job. A ministerial launch designed to raise awareness amongst employers was held in London on 13 September - supported by radio interviews with the LSC’s Director of Skills, David Way and Olympic rower James Cracknell - and kick starts a series of regional launches which will take place throughout the autumn.
Train to Gain is being rolled out across England following highly successful Employer Training Pilots. It uses experienced ‘Skills Brokers’ who can offer free and independent advice to businesses and match training needs with appropriate providers. One of the key goals of the service is to make sure that both the training and the skills advice are impartial, flexible and responsive to the needs of businesses.

The LSC will be able to give a more detailed picture on the regional activities over the coming weeks and more information will be made available on the practitioner website in due course. If you are interested in working with one of the LSC’s regional teams to coordinate supporting PR and participation, please contact John Minton on 024 7682 3553 or email John.Minton@lsc.gov.uk.

For more information about Train to Gain, click on the link below:
www.traintogain.gov.uk 



3. Aimhigher roadshow – start of 2006-07 tour

With just over a week to go until the start of the 2006-07 roadshow tour, the NCRT is offering advice and guidance to practitioners who would like help in pitching the story to the media.

A roadshow visit in your area is an excellent opportunity to contact the local press and invite them to come along and find out more about Aimhigher and the work that your partnership is doing to widen participation in HE. The trailer-based event makes a great picture story for newspapers and might even entice the local television news crew. For more information, including template press releases, visit the following page of the practitioner website:
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/programme_information/roadshow/publicity.cfm
The information packs for schools and colleges have also been updated for the 2006-07 tour and contain detailed guidance on how best to use the roadshow, including advice on selecting the students, good practice tips, details of campaign resources and a roadshow checklist. 

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/programme_information/roadshow/roadshow_resources.cfm  

Alternatively, click on the link below to check when the roadshow is due to visit your area:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/programme_information/roadshow/2006_07_schedule.cfm 

4. Compact Scheme report to be published
The Compact Scheme Project, one of the first to be awarded national Aimhigher funding, has produced a final report entitled, Opportunity and Equity: Developing a Framework for Good Practice in Compact Schemes, which will be launched at a national conference in Leeds on 24 October.

This project has reviewed the current arrangements for compact schemes and the report makes suggestions for good practice to ensure equality of opportunity for young people. The project has also taken into account the recommendations and principles set out in the Schwartz Report, the current legal position and its implications, and the views of stakeholders from schools, colleges and HEIs.

For more information, or to book a place at the conference, click on the link below:

www.leeds.ac.uk/external-affairs/city/Compact.htm
5. Results of 2006 Clearing campaign

The national exam results helpline organised by the Department for Education and Skills closed on 26 August, having answered a total of 9,127 calls, including 2,506 on A-level results day. The DfES noted a large increase in the number of enquiries received from parents and guardians looking for information about HE – on some days as many as one in five calls. The majority of calls came from London and the South East (44%), followed by the North West (11%) and Yorkshire & Humber (9%).

To date, the PR campaign has generated in excess of 70 pieces of media coverage, including 31 television and radio reports and 17 national newspaper articles. Audiences were directed to specially developed content on the Aimhigher student portal for further information, resulting in a 46% increase in website traffic. A selection of coverage is available to download from the following page of the practitioner website:
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/national_campaigns/other_media_activity/clearing.cfm

A further press release, highlighting the 15 September deadline for Clearing applications, will be issued this week to national and regional media by the NCRT and Consolidated Communications.

6. Action on Access annual conference

Action on Access has announced plans for their 2006 annual conference, entitled ‘Embedding Widening Participation: Embracing Diversity’, which will be held in London on 12 December. The conference is aimed at WP practitioners and those working in Admissions and Student Support Services and will include keynote addresses from the Secretary of State for Education, the Rt. Hon. Alan Johnson MP, and HEFCE’s new chief executive, Professor David Eastwood.

To register your interest in attending this event, please email your name, the name of your institution and a contact telephone number to info@actiononaccess.org with ‘Annual Conference’ in the subject line.

7. Induction pack for new joiners

Just a reminder to those of you that have new staff joining this month, an Aimhigher induction pack is available to download from the practitioner website. The pack, which was updated in June, is designed to provide a straightforward introduction to the programme and can be adapted by regional and area partnerships.

Action on Access is responsible for maintaining the Who’s Who section of the practitioner website, so please email details of any staff changes to info@actiononaccess.org.

To download a copy of the induction pack, click on the link below:
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/programme_information/about_aimhigher/induction_pack.cfm 

