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Climbhigher
Aimhigher: South Yorkshire is making a financial contribution to the 2005-06 “Together we can” Hollowford Project co-ordinated by Aston Comprehensive School, Rotherham.  The programme consists of residential weekend courses at the Hollowford Centre, Castleton for Y11 and Y12 students from schools and colleges in South Yorkshire.  The generic management training programme has four basic aims:
· To develop decision making, problem solving and communication skills

· To develop group and team working skills with new students

· To raise self confidence and aspiration by exploring the students own boundaries

· To have fun

The Hollowford Centre is a purpose built residential complex specialising in facilitating teambuilding and management development events, particularly utilising an extensive range of outdoor problem solving tasks.  More information about the Centre is available at www.hollowford.org.uk
Following the success of a new initiative for staff in 2004-05 Aimhigher: South Yorkshire is funding ten staff places on each of two student weekends as part of its on going Continuing Professional Development. Programme.
The aims and objectives of staff involvement are as follows:

· Experience at first hand an innovative widening participation activity

· Experience a different way of working together

· Improve personal performance and development

· Promote the project to students and staff based on personal experiences

· Share ideas on widening participation in a different environment
The two weekends are:

18th/19th March 2006 – 20 Y12 Level 2 students who might be encouraged to progress to Level 3 programmes [Led by Gail Stonier: Longley Park Sixth Form College]  Please note that overnight accommodation this weekend  will be in a local hotel and not at the Hollowford Centre.
22nd/23rd April 2006   –18 students in the first year of Level 3 programmes who might need encouragement to apply for HE working alongside Sheffield Hallam University undergraduates [Led by Andy Hodgson: Aston Comprehensive School]

Eligible staff:
· Aimhigher and G&T co-ordinators

· Middle and senior managers in schools and colleges with an overall responsibility for widening participation activities
· Careers staff involved in HE guidance, particularly relating to widening participation

Staff with disabilities are requested to contact the Aimhigher:South Yorkshire Directorate to discuss the support required prior to applying [0114  2252935].
Programme
· Saturday:

· 09:00 - Assemble at the Hollowford Centre [Castleton]

· 09:30 – Introductions and briefing

· 10:00 to 12:30 – Problem solving exercises and team work [On site and mostly outdoors]

· 12:30 to 13:30 – Lunch

· 13:30 to 17:00 – Team challenge [Group task]

· 18:30 to 19:15 – Dinner

· 19:15 to 20:00 – Debrief

· Rest of evening free

· Sunday:

· 08:30 – Breakfast

· 09.15 – Off site activities [choice of abseiling, weaseling, caving, walking]

· 13:00 to 13:30 -  Lunch

· 13:30 to 14:00 – Debrief and course evaluation.
· 14:00 to 14:30 – Aimhigher involvement [What next?]

Participation is free of charge and accommodation is in shared rooms with en suite facilities and participants only need to bring towels and personal toiletries.  All outdoor equipment including water proof clothing is provided.

Accommodation [Bed and Breakfast] can be provided on the Friday night prior to each course for staff who may experience difficulty in arriving in time for the 09:00 start on the Saturday. To make a booking please complete and return the attached form to the Aimhigher: South Yorkshire Directorate.
Staff wishing to discuss their possible participation, in advance of applying, are welcome to contact Andy Hodgson on 07816 198103 or  andy.hodgson@lineone.net
Completed application forms should be returned to:

Jed O'Neill

Aimhigher South Yorkshire

Sheffield Hallam University

City Campus

Howard Street

Sheffield S1 1WB
Closing dates: 18th/19th March Course – 31st  January 2006


   22nd/23rd April Course  – 28th  February  2006
Quotes from participants in the 2005 staff programme:
Gaynor Hamilton [Widening Participation Officer, University of Sheffield]: “Having a fear of confined spaces, I reluctantly joined the group going caving. Our guide, Morris, was amazing, so patient and encouraging you couldn’t help but feel totally safe.  The whole weekend was fun – I can’t wait to go back in April to help lead a team from the Rotherham Schools”

Steve Formby [Kirk Balk School, Barnsley]: “A thoroughly enjoyable and rewarding experience. Very challenging – everybody mucked in whatever their background. So good in fact that I’m taking some of our Y11’s to sample the same in a couple of weeks time”
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Climbhigher: Application Form 2006
	Name
	
	Title
	

	Address for Correspondence
	

	Email Address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	Name of Employer
	

	Address of Employer

[If different to the above correspondence address]
	

	Job Title
	

	Indicate any involvement with widening participation


	

	Indicate any special needs or dietary requirements


	

	Indicate which course you wish to attend and answer yes to both if you can attend either:                 18th/19th March
	Yes/No

	                                                                     22nd/23rd April  
	Yes/No

	Do you require Bed and Breakfast accommodation on the Friday night before the course
	Yes/No


Name







Date




   
   
Signature





    
Please return this form to:

Jed O'Neill

Aimhigher South Yorkshire

Sheffield Hallam University

48 Howard Street

City Campus

Howard Street

Sheffield S1 2LX
Deadlines for the return of applications: 18th/19th March Course –  31st January 2006

22nd/23rd April Course   -  28th February 2006
“Together we can” Hollowford Project
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