From: aimhigher [mailto:aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com] 
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To: aimhigher
Subject: Aimhigher practitioner bulletin - November 2006

Welcome to the November edition of the Aimhigher practitioner bulletin, designed to provide all those working for Aimhigher with relevant programme news and details of national resources.

If you have comments or suggestions on the content of the practitioner bulletin or website, or any other communications enquiries, please contact the National Communications Resource Team (NCRT) on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com
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1. Aimhigher – getting the messages right
Earlier this year, the Aimhigher practitioner bulletin reported that the DfES and HEFCE were in the process of developing a ‘core script’ of Aimhigher key messages which could serve as a common reference point for practitioners and partner organisations. An initial set of draft messages was developed and research undertaken to examine the effectiveness of these messages with the target cohort.
The research, which was carried out by Counterpoint, included desk research, interviews and group discussions with Aimhigher leads, practitioners, target Aimhigher cohorts and their influencers. The findings highlighted particular difficulties in selling the idea of HE to the younger segment of the cohort because they either do not understand it or it isn’t ‘on their radar’. As such, it was identified that situating HE within wider learning goals, by using messages such as “try to get the best qualifications you can” and “push yourself as far as you can”, would resonate better with these audiences. Another key finding at the younger end of the cohort was that HE is viewed as being too far in the future to think about. Identifying a number of stepping stones towards the next stage of qualifications is therefore considered to have greater resonance with this age group.  

The core script has now been finalised and is available to download from the practitioner website, along with a copy of the full research report. The DfES is currently finalising a core script for Foundation Degrees and this – together with the scripts for Aimhigher and student finance – can be used to inform partnerships’ communications activity. 

The funders are encouraging practitioners to distribute the core script widely in regions and areas and the NCRT will be looking at ways to disseminate the findings nationally. A presentation on the research can also be arranged if required. 

To download a copy of the core script and research report, click on the link below:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/key_messages.cfm
2. Framework for Aimhigher 

The networking meeting of Aimhigher leads and chairs in Birmingham on 6 and 7 November included discussions around examples of Aimhigher activities, which are beginning to shape and consolidate best practice in particular ways. 

In broad terms, it was recognised by some delegates that there was commitment to further testing a set of common principles and working examples, which could help raise the excellent work already underway in Aimhigher and contribute to sustainability. The idea of a ‘common framework’, which would have local interpretation and flexibility, will be discussed further by a working group of volunteers in January 2007. 

Further details will be circulated following the working group’s discussions but in the meantime practitioners can contact Dr. Viv Wylie at v.wylie@actiononaccess.org for more information. 

3. Student Finance regional adviser events – places still available

As reported in last month’s bulletin, the DfES, in partnership with the National Association for Student Money Advisers (NASMA), is holding a series of regional events to explain the student finance arrangements for students entering HE in 2007. There are still places available in the following locations: Birmingham, Cambridge, Coventry, Derby, Hull, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, Manchester, Norwich, Sheffield and Tonbridge.

Visit https://secure.symphonyem.co.uk/studentfinance for further information and details of how to register for an event.

An updated Advisor Pack which provides a range of materials for use in practitioners' dealings with students and parents/carers will be available at these events, and can also be ordered by calling 0800 587 8500 and quoting the reference SFADPACK07.

4. Student Finance Week – media coverage

This year’s Student Finance Week took place from 16-22 October and its programme of activities generated a range of media coverage. 

A radio day was held on the Monday with Bill Rammell MP, Martin Lewis (money saving expert) and Les Ebdon (UUK), which resulted in widespread broadcast coverage including BBC Radio Essex, Leeds and Merseyside, Kismat Radio and Star FM.

 

Web chats with Martin Lewis were featured on a number of sites, including Tiscali, Supanet, Metro, Key103 and Rockfm. Thursday’s ministerial visit to Forest of Dean College was attended by The Gloucestershire Citizen, The Forester and BBC Radio Gloucestershire, and BRMB Radio attended the visit to Birmingham’s Matthew Boulton College in the afternoon.

 

Print coverage secured to date includes the Daily Mail, Independent, Daily Mirror, You Can, Loud and Full On – a selection of which is available to view by clicking on the link below: 

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/national_campaigns/student_finance/publicity.cfm 

 

5. ASDAN final report to be published

The ASDAN national project has launched its final report this month, detailing key findings from its work promoting the use of the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) in schools and colleges across the country over the last two years. 

The project was set up to raise attainment and the potential for progression for entry to HE by helping to develop more independent and autonomous learners through the use of CoPE as a central project instrument. Briefing seminars and workshops were run across the nine Aimhigher regions to provide information and guidance. Regional consultants were also appointed to support the schools and colleges within the scheme. The final report indicates high achievement rates of learners from the pilot centres, with three of the case study sites   submitting candidates in Summer 06 showing between 2%-4% increase in their overall A*-C results from using the CoPE qualification. 

Published alongside the final report are six individual case study evaluations undertaken by the London Institute of Education, demonstrating the range of benefits and practical implementation issues of the CoPE qualification for learners. For further information on CoPE, or to view copies of the final report and accompanying case studies, click on the link below:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/programme_information/national_projects/asdan.cfm
6. DfES consultation on looked-after children – practitioner involvement

Following last month’s item highlighting the Government’s Green Paper on proposals to improve the outcomes for children in care and care-leavers, a number of practitioners have stated their interest in becoming involved and have requested information as to how they can go about this. 

The DfES is keen for Aimhigher practitioners to provide direct input by completing an online response to the consultation paper. Click on the following link to visit the consultation site:

www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/    

Four regional events, organised by ‘What Makes the Difference’, a charity project supporting children in care, will take place in the following locations:

London – 22 November

Newcastle – 5 December

Manchester – 23 January

Exeter – 31 January

These events are filling up fast, however there are still places available in Exeter, and practitioners interested in discussing the Green Paper in light of their own work with looked-after children are invited to attend. For further details about these events, email sarah.richardson@raineronline.org 

Government offices in all regions of England will also be holding consultation events. As these are being organised at a local level, please contact the Director of Children’s Services in your Local Authority for further information. 

7. Aspire partnership develops new resources

Aspire (Aimhigher South East London) has recently developed some new resources, which might be of interest to practitioners. 

The first is a DVD which includes summaries from the partnership’s recent Vocational Pathways Conference – as well as filmed interviews with students on the impact of working with ambassadors on subject-specific projects. 

Another new resource is a Year Book, with features written by participants, organisers, academics, Aimhigher co-ordinators, ambassadors and external partners on a range of widening participation activities undertaken during the year 2005-06. Topics include choosing the right course, student finance, useful publications and websites, a map and contact details for partner institutions. 

Further information on the DVD and Year Book is available to download from the Aspire area website:

www.aspire-aimhigher.ac.uk
The NCRT is keen to hear from practitioners who have developed their own resources, which may be of interest to other partnerships, for inclusion on the following page of the practitioner website:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/communications/region_and_area_resources.cfm
If you have region/area resources you would be willing to share, please email the NCRT (aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com) with the relevant details. 

