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Practitioner bulletin



 

Welcome to the October edition of the Aimhigher practitioner bulletin, designed to provide all those working for Aimhigher with relevant programme news and details of national resources.

If you have comments or suggestions on the content of the practitioner bulletin or website, or any other communications enquiries, please contact the National Communications Resource Team (NCRT) on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.

October contents:

1. Student Finance Week (16-20 October)

2. Student Finance regional advisor events

3. DfES publishes green paper for children in care

4. HEFCE launches STEM projects

5. Aimhigher monitoring update 

6. National Project updates on the practitioner website

7. Communications Resource Pack – PDF version now available

8. Aimhigher Compact Scheme Project – national conference

9. Aimhigher portal – update to prospectus facility

10. UNIAID Interactive News is launched

11. ‘Narrowing Participation’ conference

1. Student Finance Week (16-20 October)

Following the success of last year’s Student Finance Week, the DfES will repeat its annual media campaign next week. The campaign, which will target both parents and potential 2007 entry HE students, aims to build on the awareness generated by the advertising campaign, and the media coverage achieved by the Clearing campaign.

The second Student Finance Week is themed on young people’s money management, with news stemming from the results of a poll conducted by Research Now! on behalf of the DfES, which demonstrates that rather than being money wasters, young people are in fact, increasingly ‘financially savvy’ – more so than their parents. This theme will be used as a hook to deliver the campaign’s key messages.

The poll results, along with supporting case studies, will be highlighted in a press release, which will be issued to national and online media and will be tailored for regional media. The campaign will also target broadcast media, using the Minister for Further and Higher Education, Bill Rammell, and specialist financial journalist/broadcaster, Martin Lewis, as key spokespeople. Youth media, primarily online, will be targeted with specifically tailored materials including top tips and celebrity Q&As.  

The campaign will also include a roadshow element, with two Ministerial visits planned for the 19 October:

AM – Forest of Dean College, Gloucestershire

PM – Matthew Boulton College, Birmingham

Local print and broadcast media will be invited to attend and cover these events. 

Those practitioners who are working on regional publicity around the Aimhigher roadshow or other Aimhigher activities over the coming weeks should bear this activity in mind, as it is important to ensure that messages from the two campaigns are not confused. Please contact the NCRT (aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com or 0117 929 7096) for advice if you are unsure as to whether your media relations activity will conflict with Student Finance Week.

Click on the link below to view further information, including a timing plan: 

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/national_campaigns/student_finance/publicity.cfm. 

2. Student Finance regional advisor events

In partnership with the National Association for Student Money Advisers (NASMA), the DfES is repeating its series of regional events to explain the student finance arrangements for students entering HE in 2007. The events will run during November and early December in the following locations:

Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Coventry, Derby, Exeter, Hull, Leeds, Leicester, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Norwich, Nottingham, Sheffield, Southampton and Tonbridge. 

The purpose of the events will be to inform those who advise young people and their parents/carers on the package of fees and financial support for students entering HE in 2007 and beyond.  An updated Advisor Pack which provides a range of materials for use in practitioners’ dealings with students and parents/carers will be available at the event, and can also be ordered by calling 0800 587 8500 and quoting the reference SFADPACK07.
Please visit https://secure.symphonyem.co.uk/studentfinance for event dates/locations and details of how to register for an event.

3. DfES publishes green paper for children in care

A green paper for children in care was published by the DfES this week, outlining a range of measures aimed at improving the outcomes for this uniquely vulnerable group. Building upon the Every Child Matters: Change for Children programme, the paper’s key proposals include the introduction of financial support in the form of a £2,000 bursary to help looked-after young people to progress into HE. 

The green paper is being launched alongside a major consultation, which will address what needs to be done more generally to bring the prospects of this group to the same level as the rest of the population. The consultation, which is open until the 15 January, will involve a series of regional events, as well as the establishment of four working groups. An initial response will be published after the consultation, with final decisions to be taken in the context of the 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review. 

Click on the following link to visit the consultation site:

www.dfes.gov.uk/consultations/conDetails.cfm?consultationId=1406.  

4. HEFCE launches STEM projects

HEFCE has announced the launch of four major initiatives in Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (the STEM subjects). HEFCE is contributing £11.54 million towards these initiatives, and total funding for the projects, including HEFCE and additional partner funding, is around £18 million. The launch follows a major review by HEFCE of strategically important and vulnerable subjects, and aims to encourage more young people from a variety of backgrounds to study these subjects at HE level. 

The projects will act as regional pilots, and if successful, will be rolled out nationally (subject to the availability of funding). Led by four representative professional and subject bodies, the projects will involve more than 100 schools and FECs and will target 80,000 students aged between nine and 21. 

Click on the link below to view the HEFCE press release:

www.hefce.ac.uk/news/hefce/2006/stem/

5. Aimhigher monitoring update

All partnerships have now submitted annual Aimhigher monitoring forms to HEFCE. These are currently being analysed, prior to discussion at the Regional Partnership Boards later this month. Feedback will be provided to partnerships following these meetings.

Click on the link below for further information regarding monitoring forms:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/programme_information/monitoring_and_evaluation/5___regional_and_area_monitoring_and_evaluation.cfm
6. National Project updates on the practitioner website

The NCRT would like to thank those national project contacts who have submitted an update for the practitioner website, and request that outstanding updates could be sent to aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com by the end of this month if possible. Please contact us if you are unsure as to what to include.   

7. Communications Resource Pack – PDF version now available

Following practitioner feedback, the NCRT has produced a PDF version of the Aimhigher Communications Resource Pack, which until now has existed solely on the practitioner website. The information will remain and continue to be updated on the website, however for those who would prefer to use a hard copy version it is now available to download from the following page of the website:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/communications/communications_resource_pack.cfm
8. Aimhigher Compact Scheme Project – national conference

The Compact Scheme Project, one of the Aimhigher national projects, will launch its final report at a national conference in Leeds on 24 October. The project has reviewed the current arrangements for compacts and makes suggestions for good practice to ensure equality of opportunity for young people in similar circumstances to participate and share the benefit of such schemes. ‘Widening Participation, Compacts and Admissions to Higher Education’ will focus on the links the three areas by exploring the findings of the report. To register your interest in attending, click on the following link:

www.leeds.ac.uk/external-affairs/city/coverview.html
For further information on the Compact Scheme Project, click on the link below:

www.aimhigher.ac.uk/sites/practitioner/programme_information/national_projects/compact_scheme_project.cfm
9. Aimhigher portal – update to prospectus facility

In order to prevent the misuse of the ‘order a prospectus’ facility on the Aimhigher student portal (www.aimhigher.ac.uk), HERO has changed the functionality to ensure that only genuine requests can be made. Under the new system, users are required to verify their email address, and can only make a maximum of ten requests (which may be to a batch of institutions) per month. 

In addition, institutions can change the email address these requests get sent to, substitute the ordering facility with an appropriate web link, or remove the web link and/or email request facility entirely from their profile on the site, using the HERO Content Management System. 

Click on the link below for further details:

www.hero.ac.uk/uk/about_hero/hero_content_management_system__cms_.cfm
10. UNIAID Interactive News is launched

The UNIAID Interactive national project aims to address questions and allay fears about student finance with online games and workshop materials and will this month launch a new website. For more information on the tools and training available, practitioners can sign up at www.uniaidinteractive.org.uk.  

11. ‘Narrowing Participation’ conference

The Progression and Engagement between Communities and Higher Education (PECHE) Network, in conjunction with Aimhigher Yorkshire & Humber, is holding a one-day conference in Leeds on 30 October to highlight current policy in adult education and explore its implications for HE and the future of the labour market in the UK. Good practice from Aimhigher Yorkshire & Humber will also be showcased. For further information, or to register interest in attending, contact Libby Clarke at e.a.clark@leeds.ac.uk or call 0113 343 3229.

