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Sent: 16 January 2006 15:54
To: aimhigher
Subject: Aimhigher Practitioner Bulletin - January 2006

Welcome to the January edition of the Aimhigher practitioner bulletin, designed to provide all those working for Aimhigher with relevant programme news and details of national resources.

If you have comments or suggestions on the content of the practitioner bulletin or website, or any other communications enquiries, please contact the National Communications Resource Team (NCRT) on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.


Aimhigher: guidance for submitting strategic plans 2006-08

At its meeting in December, the Aimhigher National Partnership Board (NPB) welcomed the work that had been undertaken to produce the supplementary guidance for Aimhigher 2006-08, particularly the range of inputs that had been made by practitioners and other stakeholders in the programme.

HEFCE is currently finalising the guidance, which will be made available on the practitioner website in the next few days. A separate email alert will be sent out to advise practitioners when this goes live. A hard copy of the guidance will be distributed to partnerships, HEIs and HEFCE-funded FECs at the end of January and partnerships’ revised strategic plans will be due for submission by the end of March 2006. Click on the link below to download a copy of the draft planning guidance.
http://www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/resource_material/about_aimhigher/future_of_aimhigher.cfm 

Arrangements for carrying forward unspent funds

The NPB has agreed that Aimhigher partnerships can carry forward unspent funds into the 2006-08 programme, provided that a plan has been agreed with Regional Partnership Boards (RPBs) on how and when these funds will be used. Virtually all partnerships had reported unspent funds at the end of the 2004-05 academic year, with some being more specific than others. Many partnerships planned to reserve funds to support activities continuing in 2006-08 within the smaller overall programme budget, but others have fallen behind schedule.  

The NPB was concerned about the level of unspent funds that remained, while acknowledging that there may be valid reasons for this. The Board asked that RPBs request further information from partnerships that have unspent funds exceeding 20 per cent of the HEFCE allocated budget. Partnerships in this position will be contacted by their RPB Chair shortly and asked to provide a recovery plan with a timetable of intended activity and expenditure.  

HEFCE plans to issue workbooks shortly to collect information on the profile of Aimhigher payments to be made to each area and regional partnership in 2006-08. This will include the amount of funding to be paid via HEFCE and local authorities respectively. Partnerships will need to take account of funds being carried forward from 2004-06 when deciding how to profile funds in 2006-08. HEFCE cannot provide funding in advance of need, therefore it may be appropriate for partnerships to back-load the payment profile. 

Further information will be included in the funding section of the 2006-08 planning guidance.

Monitoring results 2004-05

The NPB also discussed modifications to the annual monitoring form to allow a more consistent approach to monitoring that emphasises reporting on impact rather than activities. The Board agreed that the Evidence Reference Group should take the issue forward, based on members’ knowledge and expertise. The modified monitoring template aims to move towards a more systematic monitoring approach for 2006-07 and provide information on the impact of the programme. HEFCE intends to pilot the template with a small number of partnerships initially.
National PR activity – 2006 planner

For information on national PR activity planned by the DfES during 2006, take a look at the overview schedule and related information in the National Campaigns section of the practitioner website.

http://www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/resource_material/national_campaigns/national_pr_activity.cfm 

Partnerships that are currently thinking about their communications plans for 2006-08 (as part of the strategic planning process) may also find it useful to visit the section on developing a communications plan in the Communications Resource Pack.

http://www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/resource_material/communications_resource_pack/developing_a_communications_plan.cfm
For further information on national PR activity or advice on individual communications plans, please contact the NCRT on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.

Apprenticeships and work based learning

The LSC has produced a paper updating partnerships on apprenticeships and routes into work based learning. To download a copy of the report, click on the link below.

http://www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/resource_material/national_campaigns/apprenticeships.cfm 

Bright Journals celebrates 1st birthday

December marked the first birthday of The Brightside Trust's e-mentoring website, Bright Journals. The project has been going from strength-to-strength over the last few months and there are now well over 1,000 young people from more than 300 schools and colleges being mentored on the site. In addition, over 30 HEIs across the country are committed to using Bright Journals to manage their e-mentoring schemes.

Thanks to a new partnership with The Royal Academy of Engineering, The Brightside Trust will be implementing another nationwide e-mentoring scheme in 2006, this time focusing on motivating and supporting students interested in studying science, technology, engineering and maths. For more information, click on the link below.

http://www.thebrightsidetrust.org/get_data.php?page=298  

Bill Rammell’s roadshow visit
Bill Rammell, Minister of State for Lifelong Learning, Further and Higher Education, is due to attend an Aimhigher roadshow visit in his constituency of Harlow today (16 January). The Minister will join Year 9 pupils at Passmores School for an interactive session introducing them to the various options available in HE, before addressing the pupils about his own experiences of HE. Watch out for coverage of the visit in this week’s Times Higher.

The Aimhigher roadshow has been back on the road since the beginning of the New Year, visiting Year 9 pupils across the length of England. This year, the roadshow is reaching more areas than ever before and has so far visited 200 venues and made contact with over 15,000 young people from Carlisle to the Isle of Wight.

For more information about the Aimhigher roadshow, click on the link below.
http://www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/events/roadshow.cfm. 

Media training

There are a few places still available on the NCRT’s next media training workshop, which is being held in Manchester on Wednesday 15 February. To register for the workshop, or for more information, please contact the NCRT on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.

Staff changes at HEFCE
John Rushforth, HEFCE’s Director of Widening Participation, has been appointed as Deputy Vice-Chancellor at the University of the West of England. He will start working at UWE on 6 February. John has worked for HEFCE since 1993 where his duties have included research policy, audit, management review and capital funding. He was previously a senior manager with the Audit Commission. In order to ensure the progression of normal business and a smooth handover, John Selby has been appointed as Acting Director to carry out John Rushforth's duties.
