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Practitioner bulletin




Welcome to the May edition of the Aimhigher practitioner bulletin, designed to provide all those working for Aimhigher with relevant programme news and details of national resources.

If you have comments or suggestions on the content of the practitioner bulletin or website, or any other communications enquiries, please contact the National Communications Resource Team (NCRT) on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.
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7. London Anthropology Day 
1. New online destination for student finance information

The DfES has been working closely with both the Student Loans Company and Directgov to create a single definitive online destination for student finance information and services. The new section of the Directgov website brings together clear and accurate information for students about the types of financial help available, how to apply and repayments. The site also contains detailed information for sponsors and EU students. Users can apply for financial help online, work out how much they could be entitled to, and log into their existing student finance accounts. 

This 80-page site will replace both the existing DfES Student Support site (with the exception of the practitioners content) and the Student Finance Direct (England) site – both of which will be gradually decommissioned.

For comprehensive student finance information and services, click on the link below.

www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
2. Practitioner website restructured
As reported in the April practitioner bulletin, the NCRT has recently restructured the practitioner website in response to feedback obtained from practitioners via HEFCE's communications survey. As a result the under-used Events and Discussion Forum sections have been removed and the volume of information contained within the Resource Bank redistributed, creating new sections for programme information, current practice examples and communications. Details of Aimhigher events will be promoted via the events section on the Action on Access website. Please send details of any forthcoming events to r.cross@actiononaccess.org.

Please note that existing links to the practitioner site from regional and area Aimhigher websites may need to be updated in light of the restructure.

For more information about the changes to the practitioner website, click on the link below.
www.aimhigher.ac.uk/practitioner/news/index.cfm
3. Times Higher Awards

The Times Higher is now accepting applications for entries into the THES Awards 2006. The awards are open to all UK institutions that offer higher education and there are a total of 18 categories to choose from, including awards for Widening Participation Initiative of the Year and Outstanding Support for Students with Disabilities.

The deadline for entries is 6pm on 30 June 2006 and the winners will be announced at the 2006 Awards presentation to be held at the Hilton Hotel in London on 15 November. 

For details on how to enter, click on the link below.

www.thes.co.uk/Awards/2006/
4. Request for Foundation Degree case studies

The national campaign to promote Foundation Degrees (FDs) is now well underway and coverage has been achieved in a number of consumer and sector publications, including Nursing and Residential Care, IT Training, Springboard and Main Event. The team responsible is keen to hear from Aimhigher partnerships involved in the development of FD courses, particularly details of any case study contacts for employers and/or students who may be willing to take part in media interviews. If you know of anyone suitable, please contact the NCRT on 0117 929 7096 or email aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com.

5. Chemistry: The Next Generation – national conference

Chemistry: The Next Generation – one of the Aimhigher national projects – is holding its second national conference in Birmingham on 23 May. The conference, to be held at Aston Business School Management Development Centre, will report on the outreach project that is currently being piloted in the North West, East Midlands and London regions, and address future plans for a staged national roll-out.

The event is free and open to anyone with an interest in encouraging the next generation of chemists. For information on the sessions that will be covered and booking details, please click on the link below. 

www.rsc.org/nationalconference
6. Student Associates Scheme

The Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) is inviting organisations to submit expressions of interest to be a provider of a new student associates scheme for academic years 2006-07 and 2007-08. The scheme will place HE students in schools to enable them to raise young people’s aspirations, whilst also helping participants who are interested in a teaching career to make an informed choice.

There will be an open tender later this month for all interested organisations to formally bid to provide a scheme. It is expected that the key focus will be on organisations that are able to provide students with a background in, though not exclusively, mathematics, physics and chemistry degrees.

For more information, please contact Shozna Begum on 0207 0230 8236 or email shozna.begum@tda.gov.uk. Alternatively click on the link below for further details about the present schemes, including evaluation reports and details of current providers.
www.tda.gov.uk/sas
7. London Anthropology Day

A free event to promote anthropology degrees to Year 12 and 13 school and college leavers and mature students will be held at the British Museum on 6 July. Now in its third year, the London Anthropology Day is an annual widening participation event designed to inform potential students about the range of anthropology degrees available in London and southern England and allow them to experience first hand what it might be like to study anthropology at university. 

The day is sponsored by the British Museum together with the Royal Anthropological Institute (part-funded by an Aimhigher national programme grant) and will be presented by anthropology lecturers from Bristol, Brunel, Goldsmiths, Kent, London School of Economics, Oxford Brookes, Roehampton, School of Oriental and African Studies, Sussex, University College London and University of East London. 

The event is open to careers advisors and Aimhigher coordinators, as well as students, in order to ensure the day has a long-term impact for widening participation. For further information and an online booking form, click on the link below.

www.londonanthropologyday.co.uk/
